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Preface 


Secrets of the Torah is the second commentary by Rabbi 
Abraham Abulafia on the Rambam’s Guide for the 
Perplexed. It was written around 1280. 


The Guide has always been one of the favorite sources 
that Abulafia used to teach Aabbalah. He held that it was 
written in two levels — a simple one for the learned, and a 
concealed one for the mystic. The kabbalistic level 
supposedly contains everything that one needs to know in 
his life for his quest of God, but very few people are aware 
of this. Thus, Abulafia takes all the keywords in the Guide 
and organizes them in this wonderful commentary, in order 
to disclose its secrecies. His systematic exposition takes into 
account every aspect that the sincere seeker needs to know 
in order to be successful and know his Creator. 


While the Guide mostly revolves around the Work of the 
Chariot, the second kabbalistic level, Abulafia explains 
many topics concerning the first level, the Work of 
Creation. Thus, Secrets of the Torah is very complete, and 
ultimately touches the essence of the Torah itself. 


Guiding the hand of the seeker, Abulafia leads him in his 
direct experience of God. This is what happens when he 
approaches the holy gate: “If, heaven forbid, you saw for 
yourself a strong and brave power that is strange to you, 
calling you by your name, do not answer it as for a low 
person and do not welcome him. But rely upon the Lord, 
and the Lord will be with you. Take heed and keep your 
Nefesh a lot, lest more than your knowledge can tolerate 
will come to you from the intellectual abundance. So, you 
will not receive it and fear its power, but fear only the Lord 
your God. By seeing its great goodness and its pleasant 
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brilliance in your heart, conceal your face. After that, return 
to seek it little by little, and by this you will ascend to it, for 
the great fire guards the gate”. 


At the end of the book, Abulafia praises the Precepts that 
were given by God. He explains that the World to Come is 
a state of consciousness that everybody can reach, but a 
shift in one’s thoughts and perceptions is necessary to 
reach the eternal life in the Garden of Eden. The Torah 
and the Precepts are meant just for that. Through 
discipline, we develop the best part of us, attuning with the 
superior worlds. Then, the light of the Lord is free to flow in 
us, giving us a renewed life. It is enough that one of us 
reaches this state, that he can bring with him all the people 
around about. Ultimately, every kabbalistic study and 
calculation leads to the Name of God and the twenty-two 
letters, which are the building blocks of Creation and 
consciousness. And the letters are nothing but the 
expression of the Unity of God. 


A special thanks to Talib Din for his help as editor and 
proofreader. 


Fabrizio Lanza 
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The second part is called ‘Source of the 
Waters of Life’ 


“The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart 
from the snares of death” (Proverbs 13:14) 


(pon) A complete part Cornpletes the Nefesh. 
Second, it is called Because of the first. 
(2) The heart of each lad Hiding with His name 


Is a created abundance In the likeness of 
Lachshun. 


(77292) The possession of Consumes each living, 
the Golem (raw matter) 


For by power Was Shimshon put to 
death. 
(19073) In the likeness of | They include beneath 
an image him ; 
The secrets of the Torah, Seventy languages 


[N.B.: The acronyms spell out the words “Chapter 2”.] 
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Preface 


“The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart from 
the snares of death” (Proverbs 14:27) 


The types of sages are three, They are prophets, wise of 
heart, and researchers of knowledge. The prophets are 
those who are compelled and driven by the divine 
abundance to speak or compose. The wise of heart are 
those who have a pure, clean, and deserving heart, who 
speak with the Holy Spirit and write the books about the 
divine wisdom of the Jorah. And they received whatever 
they received from the prophets mouth to mouth, or the 
books awakened them to matters that are kabbalistic and 
greatly concealed from the multitude. The researchers of 
knowledge are those who tried with their heart and from 
their knowledge to achieve the concealed achievements. 
And they did so because they loved wisdom. Therefore 
they were called ‘philosophers’, which means lovers of 
wisdom ~ and it is a Greek word. And it was put in the 
writings of wisdom, as if it were in the holy language, and it 
also modulates its matter according to the need ‘of the 
writers of the books of wisdom. 


These three steps of the man of wisdom were divided into 
many parts, for the prophets are numerous, and their 
writings are numerous. And the wise of heart are also 
numerous, and their writings are numerous. And the 
researchers of knowledge are also numerous, and their 
writings are numerous. Therefore, when any sage that was 
awakened by the Lord wished to research the achievement 
of the matters that exist for knowing a complete and wise 
thing appropriately, he did not rely on what is written in 
one of the three kinds of the recalled writings, but he 
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studied and grew wise from the three of them. And he tried 
to achieve the essence of the meaning of each writing 
among them. He researched, understood, and knew the 
meaning at which the three of them aimed. It is that the 
mind of each intellectual in potential goes around it, in 
order to bring the truth of his existence into action, until 
that which is appropriate of being complete in him will be 
complete. And he will achieve the thing that exists in an 
everlasting action, and resemble it with all kinds of 
resemblance possible of being resembled, going far from all 
that is against this. For this is the essence of his existence in 
potential. This power is not ready and prepared for each 
man, until this action rises to the hand of whoever wishes 
it. But there are things that prevent man from this action — 
some of them are accidental, some are habitual, some are 
volitional, and some of them are natural. Concerning the 
many preventions, the writing said: “It is not the great that 
are wise, nor the aged that discern judgment” (Job 32:9) — 
ie. the aged will not discern judgment, for the word “no” 
draws itself, and another with it. The proof is what was said 
before this: “I said: Days should speak, and a multitude of 
years should teach wisdom. But it is a spirit in man, and 
the breath of the Almighty that gives them understanding” 
(Job 32:7). This is the interpretation of “It is not the great 
that are wise”, meaning that the preventions of wisdom are 
numerous. Indeed, the saying, “The aged will not discern 
judgment”, is a great secret, for the matter of judgment is 
very heavy in understanding its truth. The first precept we 
were ordered after the statute is the matter of the 
ordinance, as it was said: “There, He made for them a 
statute and an ordinance, and there He proved them” 
(Exodus 15:25). And the sages of Kabbalah interpreted it 
and said: “Shabbat and laws in Marah shall 1 command”. 
Indeed, the law of Shabbat is for testifying about the 
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Creation, which included the matter of the First Substance. 
And the truth of its existence is ‘a substance that exists out 
of nothing’ (J?RN Ww” AYN Wp = 805). It is [=] ‘the 
First Substance’ (]"WX1 7"7N), for the substance of the 
world is what is found to include the entire existence. 
Behold, ‘the First Substance’ (wran Wann = 815), 
whose secret is [=] ‘the law of Shabbat (n”20n p’n), will 
bear witness with its number about how [=] ‘the world was 
created out of nothing’ (xn wy” Dyn N73). 
Whoever did not achieve it cannot believe its being out of 
nothing; and also, whoever did not achieve it cannot 
believe in its opposite. From this, he will understand that 
the world was created oppositely, as the saying of the 
disciple that said when he achieved it: | have seen an 
Opposite world. And the world answers to him: You have 
seen clearly — meaning that what you achieved from it is 
true and it is a clear thing, for it is an opposite world. Based 
on this secret, it was said about man that he is an opposite 
tree, and the essence is that he resembles the sight in the 
sight of prophecy. Understand this secret from reading the 
name of the book of ‘formation’ (ny) = 315), whose 
secret is also [=] ‘the sight of prophecy’ (N”N123N NNN) 
that is hung upon the combination of the letters. For it 
inverted them as the substance of the seal, in order to 
teceive the law of the Shabbat For the name of the 
substance is a law that decides between the scale of merit 
and the scale of defect, but the Shabbat (n”2W = 702), 
includes [=] ‘the circumcision’ (nnn Nn’) in the 
secret of [=] ‘the shapes’ (N%11NN), which include [=] 
‘the four [holy] living creatures’ (n’v~n y”aINA) — and 
some of it is secular and some of it is holy. The secret of 
what is secular is ‘blood’ (nT = 44), and the secret of 
what is holy is ‘religion’ (Nn = 404). Indeed, the blood 
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igi both a seal that inverts from blood to 
se eye hlieok to blood. Thus, the religion and 
Naement are one matter before all those knowing the 
en and judgment. If so, behold the secret of 
puree which is the judgment, as I have hinted above 
a the first part in the fourth secret. Therefore, when the 
Shue achieves [the ability of being able] to oe 
ileal blood and blood, . between papas: an 
judgment, and between pleasure and plague, ne — 
and plaque will be according to him. ses is hehe 
ordinance of the priest before whom the breastp 
ordinance is carved. 


I wrote for you this introduction that is small a 
and great in quality so that you will know yee is bate rie 
that prevents us from truly achieving wisdom. t is ae 
existence of the first substance, which is sie ne 
receiving all shapes, is found on this in Slain _ i 
first substance had existed in action, it woul | si 
received another shape besides its first shape, and i ie : 
not have inverted, moved, and changed from je 2 ae 
in order to receive this shape after the removal o : :s 
shape. But it would have had one special shape in sa 
without any change, as the shape of the essence ee : 
wheel, which has no change in its essence ~ but Ha s se 
stands crude always in a raw persistence. Neverthe ye 
first substance — even. though it exists eternally i se i: 
will not change in the examination of the trut ae 
existence, for its existence is in potential and not “ ac ce 
and if so, how can it change? Here, with this, its s ia . 
weakened by its peopnues ee jie ae pie : ae 

ial shape, as he who has 
ern a she courts in the openings in ine - 
feed herself, and she asks for food from whoever come ae 
random first. And she supports herself through the quan 
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of people, and she does not have one special husband for 
the matter of her food. So is the substance receiving 
whatever shape that comes first at random. And it stands in 
it one time. And when that shape completes its actions, 
another comes and acts in it — and so it will be forever. The 
shape that was in it yesterday will prepare it to receive a 
second shape today, and the shape of today will prepare it 
to receive the shape of tomorrow — and so it is forever. 
What gives it a shape does a favor, judgment, and charity 
to it, as we said in the proverb concerning the matter of the 
many providers. There is no doubt that all these providers 
have one leader who arranges from where the recalled 
poor will be provided everyday. This is he who knows ‘the 
law of Shabbat (107 Pn = 815), which is in Gematria 
[=] ‘the leader of the shapes’ (n’yn 3”72N). And 
behold, [=] ‘the first substance’ ("WRN nnn) is what 
moves in order to receive [=] ‘its shape from the wise’ 
(o”2NNN 1”N7¥) that acts in him. Therefore, sometimes 
[=] ‘wisdom from its shape’ (Y"N711¥N NN) will be born 
by its many movements, for [=] ‘its shape [comes] from 
wisdom’ (n”NINN 1”’N11¥). And from that action itself [=] 
‘abounds the sight of prophecy’ (n”’N12IN NRA y”owa). 
Therefore, [=] ‘the shapes of the body’ (Van NAY = 
796) were compelled to exist [=] ‘in two powers’ ( 7”7Y2 
nnd), whose secret includes ‘six-hundred-thirteen 
Precepts’ (NNN T/WY WWI NNN WY = 2974) 
[796 = 2+794 = 2794] that were included by ‘the Oral 
Torah (no "py WIN = 796). This is [=] ‘the matter of 
the Torah’ (n\n 7'2¥), to determine by it that in the 
existence [=] ‘of its action [there is] a bonded’ ( nyo 
N17) that [=] ‘was bonded by the action’ (5’s79n 
n/p). For it made the threefold shapes of AM’ “SA, and it 
is what confirmed the intellect by the power of [=] ‘a holy 


language’ (WTP 7’NW9). And it is called [=] ‘delight 
(D”YIWYW) with no doubt. The matier being thus, you 
can understand why it was said, “It is not the great that are 
wise” (Job 32:9) ~ and know it! 
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First secret: Power and Performance 


(9"o1 Nn”) 


It was known from the five chapters of the first part — and 
they are chapters 45, 52, 54 67, and 68 — and from the 
nine philosophic introductions that are at the beginning of 
the second part ~ and they are the introductions 5, 10, 11 
12, 16, 17, 18, 23, and 24 - and also from the thirteen 
chapters of the second part as well — and they are chapters 
Fs 6, - 10, 12, 14, 17, 18, 21, 36, 37, 38, and 48 - and 
rom the two chapters of t i - 
Pesan - he third part — and they are 


Concerning the Secret of Potential and 
Action 


I have already informed you about what comes in the 
words of the Rabbi at length concerning the matter. And 
with the explicit interpretation in many places of his book, I 
will not need to prolong it, for I do not wish to copy his 
book in this explanation of mine. But I wish to interpret the 
thing that the Rabbi hinted at with chapter headings only, 
as his wisdom decreed during the creation of his writing. 
And these are the matters that are called ‘the secrets and 
secrecies in the Toraf’. Even though he hinted at them in 
one place, it will be known from his words that he revealed 
them in another place to whoever keeps the precept of the 
will of saying, by which he awakened us to achieve the 
chapters of his book concerning this —- and even by each 
word that comes from inside the things, even if it is not 
from the matter of the chapter. If so, we will direct you in 


Sefer Ha-Yichud ~ The Book of Unity 9 


order to inform you about what is concealed inside his 
words, which is useful for whoever you wish and harmful 
to whoever you wish. For the true sages did not release the 
truth from his sayings, whether hinted or interpreted, 
because of the fear of the listeners. But they told it anyway, 
and from that we have learned. For, if they were to conceal 
it from each side or not to write it at all, from where could 
we have known it? For we would have had no way to 
achieve and know it. Therefore, we were also compelled 
from this side itself to write it in order to inform those that 
come after us, so that it will not be completely lost. And the 
additional abundance that is known to the intellectuals of 
truth compelled us to write what we think that we achieved 
from those wonderful matters — some of them pertaining to 
Kabbalah, and some of them not. 


Behold, it was said after this, for a matter that is said to be 
in potential will be divided into two parts. And they are a 
distant potential and a close potential. By growing wise in 
the philosophical introductions, you will find in them an 
interpreted matter concerning what is in potential. And you 
will find that there is a great difference in their words 
between that which has existence in potential and that 
which has existence in action. And their opinion is not as 
the opinion of the speakers, but rather its opposite. There is 
also a great difference between the potential and the words 
in potential, for by saying ‘potential’ they determine an 
existence of a thing in action and not in potential. Indeed, 
it is about the two kinds-of power — one is essential and the 
other is accidental. The essential is the natural one that sets 
up the body and is called ‘shape’ or Nefesh, etc, But it is 
not a body, but rather a power in the body. The accidental 
is that which is set up by the body and will not be found 
without it. And it is a thing that is added to the body, and it 
is separated by the division of the body. And what sets it 
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up is the truth of the being — and it is not spread in the 
entire body, and is not separated in its division. But about 
the other kinds of power, it will be said that they are in 
potential, meaning that they are found in potential and not 
in action. It will be said about what is in potential that it is a 
power, for it is ready to emerge into action, if it will not be 
prevented by essential or accidental inhibitors. As you 
might say, the lad is old in potential, for the possibility 
found in his old age is that he is ready to grow the hair of 
the old age, if he is not prevented by some inhibitors from 
this. Indeed, man cannot say about what does not have a 
preparation in its nature to take it out into action that it is in 
potential. For man will not say that the ass is intellectual in 
potential, since it does not have it in its nature to ever grow 
wise. But he will say that the fool is an intellectual in 
potential. And when he grows wise, he will say that he 
grew wise in action. We will have this kind sometimes from 
what prevents it and sometimes from the side that acts in it. 
And therefore, they were divided into two kinds, as you will 
hear, 


I wished to prolong this a little according to the necessity 
of this great matter, and I will give you some taste from the 
taste of honey that I have tasted from the generality of the 
delicatessens of knowledge and wisdom that are in it, in 
order to make others rejoice in it as | have, and see that 
there is an advantage to wisdom over foolishness as the 
advantage of light over darkness. Therefore, I will have to 
give you a proverb, likening the power of intellect to the 
sunlight that abounds in the eye. For this is how a few 
sages of knowledge compared it, saying: The eye is a pure 
body that is external to the body, purer than all the external 
organs of the body and than some of the internal. This is 
why — because of the greatness of its merit, it received from 
the Nefesh the power of sight. And that power is truly an 
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accident. And the eye carries it, and it is in it in potential. 
And with the abundance being separated from it with a 
complete separation abounding in it — which is the sunlight 
~ the eye prepares itself in its nature or by the will of the 
Nefesh. And he who has eyes removes any inhibitor in 
order to receive that abundance of the sun. Thus, it will be 
compelled for the eye to emerge from potential into action, 
and immediately achieve the thing that it had in it from the 
beginning in potential, knowing it in action and returning it 
to be seen. Then, the eye will be found in two subjects — 
i.e. in the eye and in the book. As a proverb, the three 
matters will be found in action, after they were in the 
power of the seeing eye, the sight carried on the eye, and 
the book that was seen. For, before the potential, the eye 
was seeing in action, the sight was found in potential, and 
the book was seen in potential. Therefore, there was no 
existence to see at all. When they are found in action, 
behold, the three of them return as if they were one thing 
from the side of the action found in them in potential. But 
because they are bodies, they will not receive cleaving, but 
they will be two things of the body — one physical (not a 
body, but a potential that is found in action in the body 
carrying it) and one seen. When it is seen, it is also 
combined by it being perceived by the feeling that feels it. 
And it is as if it carries the feeling as well. 


Thus, with all of them being in potential, and after that 
emerging into action, it will be compelled from this for 
another thing to be found separated from them that acts in 
them with this action. And it is the cause of their 
emergence from potential into action. That thing is the 
sunlight, or another thing among the things that illuminate. 
And there is no doubt that the light of the eye is itself the 
sunlight, and the sunlight itself is the light of the eye that 
brought it out from potential into action. And if so, its 
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action is it for itself. For the sunlight is separated from the 
eye with the essence of separation, but the light abounds in 
it. And it is a part among the parts of the sunlight according 
to the existence of the eyes — not that the sunlight receives 
any division, for it is not a body. The emergence from 
potential into action will be decided there upon what 
removed the inhibitor from acting, as it was recalled in the 
eighteenth introduction. Understand this, and a great doubt 
will be removed from you. And you will know that the 
active intellect is acting an everlasting action. And it will be 
said about the Rabbi, who removes the inhibitors of the 
intellect, that he brought out the speaking power from 
potential into action. But the power can be also an essence 
of a thing, as the shape that sets up the substance. And it 
can be an accident as the light of the flame. And they will 
be called ‘a power’, for both are truly a power in the body 
— even though one of them is not a body, as it was recalled 
in the tenth introduction of the second part, and as I have 
recalled before this in this secret itself. 


Know that the intellect that is in man in potential is the 
intellect that is found in him in action. But this man did 
neither achieve it nor knew its abundance. And when he 
knows it, then he will be called ‘intellectual in potential’. 
But before he grows wise, he will be called ‘intellectual in 
potential’. That intellect is the human materialistic one. If 
so, let us call it ‘already in potential’, meaning that the 
Nefesh has one preparation for achieving it. But you need 
to ascribe it to the eye of the suckling lad who has his eyes 
opened, with the light abounding upon them in action. 
And he then sees the light in potential, and sees the thing 
that is seen in potential but not in action. This is because of 
two reasons: The first is because of the moisture of the eyes 
that increases a lot; and the second is because he does not 
have the awakening of understanding yet to understand 


the matter of light and the matter of the seen things. But 
when these two inhibitors are removed from him and his 
eyes are opened during the day, it will be known that the 
light did not perform in him its actions from before, for the 
action coming upon him from the light is equal to him with 
that which acted in him before this. But when he received 
the light, a thing that they did not have except only in 
potential from their side was renewed in him. And if it was 
in action, it was from the side of the light. Thus, the intellect 
itself is equal to the Nefesh of the intellect that grows wise 
in potential, as it is equal to her when it grows wise in 
action. But a thing that it did not know came, and now it 
knows. These matters were already interpreted in many of 
the books of wisdom, and what I have recalled of them was 
done in order to awaken your intellect to the fact that there 
is one thing found with it in potential. And in it hangs the 
possibility of its emergence into action, and it has nothing 
that prevents this action in it. But its inhibitors come from 
its environment. If so, it is not appropriate for you to help 
and make the inhibitors wicked and renewed. For this is 
not the way of choice of life, but its opposite. Indeed, the 
truth of choice is that you will choose to remove those that 
prevent your complete wholeness with all your power. And 
by this, you will complete your existence in action. 
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Second secret: The True Praise 


It was known from four chapters that are in the first part — 
and they are chapters 49, 53, 58, and 63 - from chapter 5 
of the second part, and from three chapters that are in the 
third part — and they are chapters 28, 44, and 54. 


Concerning the True Praise 


This secret was already recalled in many places, and the 
matter of its truth was interpreted for the intellectuals. 
Indeed, it will be hinted more ahead, but this little matter to 
which we shall awaken you will be as a key for the rest of 
the matters hinted about it in the book. It is that the matter 
of ‘praise’ (N”2W = 310) is in our Kabbalah a drawing of 
three shapes that are found in the whole existence and 
have substance, They are a sinking (NYP) shape, a 
protruding (NV97'2) shape, and a smooth (n/n) shape, 
and their sign is ‘praise’ (N”2W). And they are three loyal 
proofs that bear witness about the action. Behold, one is 
drawn upon the other, for the protruding is as the seal of 
the ring that protrudes, acting upon wax — which will be the 
sinking shape. And if it sinks, a protruding shape will act in 
the wax. All this is called ‘the engravings of a seal’ ("mind 
o”nin = 958), and the secret is [=] ‘opened alive and 
dead’ (n”n1 »”’n nnd) — meaning that the action is alive 
and that which is acted upon by it is dead in the secret of 
‘the Neshama of life’ (DN n’nw) = 858), which is [=] 
‘two, alive and dead’ (nn °”"n 0’2W). This is the truth 
that will be known by whoever knows the substance and 
the shape. Every fool sees that the body dies, and knows 
that the thing separating from it is the life in him. If so, he is 
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also alive, and the proof is that when it separates from the 
body, the body immediately dies. Indeed, the shape of 
smoothness is as a shape that is added to the substance. 
And is separated in its truth from the substance, but it is 
drawn upon it as the shape of writing is on the book, and 
as the shape of the letters that are drawn with a moist thing 
on a hard thing, such as the ink by which the letters are 
drawn on a parchment. They are neither truly protruding 
nor sinking, but they are in the middle between the two 
kinds of these shapes, and their name is smooth. Indeed, 
the protruding or sinking are not moist in any way, but one 
is hard and the other is soft. About this secret, it was said in 
the words of Kabbalah concerning the Middot that the 
Midda in the judgment of above is hard, while the Midda in 
the judgment of below is soft. For the superior seals its 
shape in the inferior, and the appropriate and visible thing 
to the eye is that the inferior protrudes. If so, the superior 
sinks, and the sinking is that of the Nefesh that is 
concealed, while the protruding is that of the body that is 
visible to the eyes. And the shape is from the shape, while 
the substance is from the substance. Indeed, the Midda of 
mercy of above is soft, while the Midda of mercy of below 
is hard. And from this, you will truly understand ‘that’ 
(n’xt = 408). From both of them, you will know the 
kingship of the rider that drives both of them, and you will 
be compelled from seeing the virtue of his action and 
superior wisdom in them to praise him and praise his name 
and recalling according to the achievement of your intellect 
in them. And you will also say with your mouth to those 
who listen what you have achieved from his praises. 
Indeed, the prayers, glorifications, praises, and blessings 
are all true with no doubt, but they are for ordering the 
listeners what was achieved by the one who praises from 
the drawing of the virtue in what is praised through the 
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means of praising his actions, their beauty, and correction; 
or to order others in which way they should praise him; or 
to make one accustomed to that praise, so that it will be 
easy for him to deliver it by mouth any time that he thinks 
of it. There is no difference; if so, all those praises are 
found in the Torah, Prophets, Writings, Za/mud, or in the 
songs of the poets that go far from the ways of the titles 
with all their power. For all is drawn after one meaning that 
is intellectual and accepted by us. And without.the matter 
being so, we would not have found in the prayers first 
blessings that are called ‘one hundred blessings’, which the 
one saying them everyday is blessed everyday. And 
concerning all those saying, admittedly their secret is Mem 
Yud (1 07 = 100), and they reply [=] ‘YAV’H's 
witness’ (NN) 1), as if they all said it. Thus, you will 
find in all this matter that is called ‘prayers’ that they are 
combined from all kinds of writings. Our sages said that he 
who prays eighteen blessings and is compelled by the 
obligation of Aaret [N19, a punishment appearing in the 
Torah, recalled as the punishment of the 36 sins] will be 
blessed by this, and his curse will turn into his blessing. And 
this was said by them in the secret of the priest, by saying: 
“Every priest that does not bless is not blessed”. And they 
said: “You shall truly tithe” (Deuteronomy 14:22) — ten, so 
you will become rich. Indeed, they said that the praying is 
more severe than the one saying the calling of Shema 
(Deuteronomy 6:49), even though the prayer is from the 
Rabbis and the calling of the Shema is from the Torah. And 
they exacerbated it and strengthened their words, saying 
that even a snake wrapped around one man’s heel will not 
give judgment. And they hinted that he will aim with a first 
blessing and a first verse at least. And if he did not do so 
and did not aim with his heart, he did not perform his duty. 


And if he aimed with his heart, he performed it. 
Understand the essence of the true praise from their words! 
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Third secret: Abundance 


Tt was known from chapters 5 and 45 of the first part, and 
from chapters 12, 36, 10, and 11 of the second part. 


Concerning Abundance 


I have already given excellent hints concerning the 
abundance from the Lord ~ blessed be He — and how that 
abundance abounds by the way of ordinance and 
righteousness. And many other Middot act according to 
that abundance in the special one that comes from Him, 
changing based upon those receiving it and not [based 
upon] its abundance, as the Rabbi likened it in the titles of 
fire. Those receiving it according to the numerous changes 
received the abundance with the changes as the matter of 
the likeness of the water that saturates a few species of 
animals. And the saturation is different in them, and those 
receiving it first change for it and then for themselves. And 
the water is still water. And because of the secret of 
abundance that is called ‘water’, they said: Do not say that 
‘water’ is ‘water’ — and understand this! Behold, in the 
secret of the superior waters I will hint for you at [certain] 
things, so that you will understand the entire matter, if you 
grow wise in it appropriately. We received in the name of 
‘abundance’ (pW) an intellect (79’W), an acting (9y1'9) 
world (D97Y). This is the truth about what you will know, 
whose secret is ‘abundance for the entire world’ ( p”aw 
v1) D1Y9 = 688). Thus, combine it, and you will find 
a concealed and hidden matter in it. And you will 
understand that the entire Work of the Chariot is in its 
hand. It is a separate messenger, spread out and 
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distinguished ~ meaning that it is the separated that has 
spread out and is distinguished from the whole substance. 
Its matter is that it is what is separated from the whole 
creation, and is also separated from all organs. And 
behold, it separates the earth from substance, and it also 
separates the substance of each man. Understand these 
wonders, and know from them what causes the instrument 
of intellect from it. Then, you will understand how it is 
willingly separated, as it separates in its name, separates 
the rain, and sets a Midda in the earth. 


After informing you about this matter, you should also 
examine the secret of prophecy. And if you achieve the 
truth of its existence according to the way that | will order 
you to walk in, if you wish to walk in it and try and find it, 
behold, I truly know that you will understand from yourself 
the truth of the essence of abundance and the shape of its 
quantity and scarcity. And with it being within you, you will 
be a loyal witness concerning its matters. Do not argue 
about it with a man until you are ordered by it, for there is 
no doubt that each man that does not achieve the truth of 
its essence and does not know its way is for the, matter of 
his existence as a monkey that is drawn in the shape of a 
man. And his way is neither the way of man nor his 
knowledge the knowledge of man. Therefore, concerning 
all those that argue with you about it, you will know from 
them with no doubt the difference that is between your 
opinion and their opinions. And they will be false witnesses 
that wish to deny what your eyes saw with might. For you 
know with no doubt that they are false witnesses, and you 
belong solely to your Master. And so, all those similar to 
you are Kosher (holy) witnesses that are loyal to their 
Creator. Happy is the man that bears a loyal witness 
concerning his Master, for he also bears witness about 
himself that he alone was created in His image and His 
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likeness, while the rest are against him as a substance 
without shape. And they are needed only for revolving and 
not for an existing standing, unless they believe in the belief 
that bears witness about the abundance. For it is also true 
for most of the people in our nation. And while they try to 
receive it, they add abundance to the abundance time after 
time, according to their ability. But if they do not learn the 
way to receive it or add from it day after day to their 
Nefesh, they sink in the darkness of time, go, lessen from 
their knowledge, subtract from their precepts, and forget 
some of their wisdom. And the writing says about them: 
“Take heed to yourself, and keep your Nefesh diligently, 
lest you forget the things that your eyes saw, and lest they 
depart from your heart all the days of your life” 
(Deuteronomy 4:9). And it came to pass in the true divine 
and prophetic Kabbalah about this that he is not compelled 
until growing wise and removing them from his heart. Our 
holy Rabbis, the sages of truth of blessed memory, further 
said about what we have hinted from this matter of 
addition and study: “He that does not add [to his studies] 
will forget; he deserves to be killed, he that uses the crown 
of the Torah, as a man using his own tools, will pass from 
the world” (Avot 1:13). The matter of these things is that 
whoever does not add wisdom to his own will die before 
his time, for this is the judgment for him who has the ability 
in his hand and does not wish to add to it. For “Yasif 
(9"0?, fencing, destroying) is from the tongue “Asuf 
(Q)0X, gathered), “Asefa’ (no°0N, gathering). And 
whoever does not study the Torah at all must die. And [so] 
whoever uses the crown of the Jorah — ie. the Explicit 
Name, which is with no doubt Aaf’Vav (26) in number. 
And the rule of the name in its calculation is ‘twenty six’ 
(AWW) D” Wy = 1231), and its secret is [=] ‘the Crown 
of the Joral (NIN 1”'N3). And its matter truly includes 
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[=] ‘the ten things’ (0927. NW) — and understand this 
very well! Know that whoever does not use the 7orah for 
its purpose breaks the Precepts of the Lord - and 
understand this very well! 
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Fourth secret: The World’s Renewal 


It was known from six chapters that are in the first part — 
and they are 37, 66, 68, 69, 70, and 71 — from the second 
part in general, from a few of its chapters — and they are six 
chapters that are chapters 17, 25, 27, 28, 30, and 31 — 
from the third part from the chapters of the Chariot, from 
the chapters of Hashgacha (ANAWN, providence), and from 
chapter 50. 


Concerning the Secret of the World’s 
Renewal 


The matter of this wonderful secret is extremely concealed 
from all the sages that spoke of it drawing from their 
knowledge — i.e. from their human knowledge. No man 
ever truly achieved its truth except the prophets alone, who 
achieved this thing as it is, received it from the Lord, and 
knew it. Indeed, we heard the many opinions that were 
thought about the Antiquity and the Renewal. And 
therefore, we will first write one essential division 
concerning the two matters. The Rabbi of blessed memory 
divided it into two first parts, and we will divide it into four 
parts, because of the essential need. Nevertheless, all has 
one meaning, and the essential division is what we have 
said — that the world will not escape from being ancient or 
new, or that it is ancient and new together, or that it is 
neither ancient nor new. After this excellent division for 
those that understand, we will bring one introduction and 
give another division, as we did with that, even though it is 
more essential for us than that. It is that we will say that the 
Torah will not escape from being entirely an ancient 
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proverb or a new proverb, or an ancient and a new 
proverb, or a proverb that is neither ancient nor new. We 
will add to this another thing, and say that the Torah will 
neither escape from being entirely concealed nor entirely 
revealed, or concealed and revealed together, or neither 
revealed nor concealed at all. 


After this, I will return to speak about the matter of the 
first division, and say that according to the human intellect 
the world cannot be either ancient or new, with us thinking 
about an ancient time concerning a time that passed, 
cleaved to years that determine the repetition of the wheel 
for times that have no essence in their number. For the 
time that we will think to be ancient is the number of the 
movements of the body that revolves in rotations. And the 
moments are the parts of the hour, the hours are the parts 
of the day and the night, the days and the nights are the 
parts of the week, the weeks are the parts of the month, the 
months are the parts of the year, the years for us are the 
parts of the fallow year that is seven years, and the fallow 
years are the parts of the jubilee, which are seven sevenths 
and one year, for the jubilee is fifty years. And the jubilees 
are the parts of time, and the time is a general name for 
each period. that is counted. The philosophers did not 
achieve the secret of the jubilee and the fallow year at all, 
for it is a divine thing that is neither human and wise, nor 
agreed upon. But they achieved the rest of the parts that 
are ascribed to the movements of the sun, the moon, the 
planets, and the zodiacal signs. And they added to what we 
have said the matter of the births and the periods, and 
ascribed the month to the moon and the year to the sun. 
And they agreed that the cycle of the moon revolves in 
known signs, which are AY’B ThSATZ”G (a"¥0N 2X) 
presented to each month. This way is accepted and true for 
us, And they calculated for the simple months and also the 
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leap of the parts in the cycle that is BY’V ThQTz’H ( V3 
”’¥pN), which is found for each cycle. And the cycle is 
nineteen years for the number of the movements of the 
moons. They also did this for the cycle of the sun according 
to ALD’A BLH’V (N22 X"T9N) of the periods of Nissan, 
which we hinted in the secret of the essential name. And 
they calculated twenty-eight years as a cycle, and this is 
also accepted by us as it is. You know that the imagination 
can only draw a physical thing, and the time is educated 
and not imagined. And it will not be found without the 
thought of the number of times, and it will also not be 
learned without movement. And there is no movement 
without a body. The body is perceived, and it is also 
imagined. And the movement is also perceived and 
imagined, and is thought in particular for each moving 
body. 


If so, according to this matter the ancient name falls on an 
existing body without a beginning of time that starts with a 
constant beginning, but rather with an_ everlasting 
beginning. This is all drawn after the achievement of the 
body that is perceived and drawn by the human intellect, 
which cannot lack the three times learned by the human 
intellect. And they are divided into three parts, which are 
the past, the present, and the eternal future. The three of 
them are in the human intellect, included in one generality 
that is called ‘a constant present without past and without 
future’, for the separated human intellect does not fall 
under the past or the future time. For these two will 
determine the movements, and with them time will be 
examined. Indeed, the present does not determine time at 
all, for the present does not have movements. And if so, it 
does not have a time at all, but it will determine a rest for 
the imagination. According to the true way, the present has 


neither rest nor movement, but an existence that is 
sustained without a change, for each movement is a 
change and emergence from potential into action. 
Therefore, we cannot say that the beings in our belief were 
created, for they are ten beings from which were compelled 
ten Sefirot. For one of them is a leading cantor, and it is 
the tenth. Indeed, the beginning of the beings is the Lord. 
And He is the middle of the beings, and He is the end of 
the beings. And in the beings, there are superior wonders, 
and so also in the Seffrot, in the Chariots, and in man. 


Therefore, it is impossible to say about the wheel and 
what is inside it that it is neither ancient nor new, for it is‘a 
body. Thus, if so, the last division, which is the fourth, is 
canceled. And what is left is to reveal to you one secret by 
a proposition. It is that the Aabba/ah that is in our hands is 
that the wheel of wilderness was created ‘with ThRO’V 
(V"yINI = 678), which are twenty six names multiplied by 
twenty six. It is the ninth that surrounds all, and the wheel 
of man is the tenth. And the tenth is holy for the Lord. And 
each thing that is in the holiness is no less than ten. The 
secret of ‘time’ (]”t = 97) is [=] ‘trust’ (7/19N); including 
four letters. And when it is full, it is Zain Mem Nun ( 
V1 0M = 253). And its secret is un times, and it is the 
secret of the jubilee, which is fifty years. And the secret is 
jubilee’ (229 = 42) — fifty years. Written without Vay, it is 
the secret of [=] Mem”Bet (2" = 42). There is no doubt 
[=] ‘in this’ (792) that they are Aaf(q”2 = 100), and Kaf 
is in the secret of Nun (50). The rule of the full time is the 
substance, and its secret is the created [substance], for the 
substance is created with no doubt, as I will tell you in the 
secret of Nun Bet Resh Alef Yud Mem ( vw’ 72 74) 
pn 7) 9’ = 1229: DRI), created). For all the 
substances are created with a shape — and understand this 
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very well! Therefore, you will find a full wheel that testifies 
and says with its number, ‘I am created’ (N92) “IN = 
314). And understand also that its matter is [=] ‘I am the 
essence of the brain’ (NN D”’NY IN). And it is said, [=] 
‘Tam the Tree of Life’ (n/n p”»y 2”D3N). I am not 
allowed to reveal to you more than this, but if you are wise 
you will understand it with your knowledge. 


We will return to say that the wheel, which is only ancient 
without a renewal of its existence, is a lie, for this is only 
imagined. But in any way, it has a side of renewal, and the 
renewal falls upon it. The movements renewing in it are a 
testimony: Since the movement is renewed, the essence is 
renewed. If this renewal is not a complete renewal — for it 
was said that each renewed movement was already 
preceded by a renewed movement, and that renewed [was 
also preceded] by a renewed — and thus if this goes 
towards no essence, all the renewed movement in the parts 
of the moving body is new from one side and ancient from 
another side — meaning that this preceded that in time. It is 
as the partial movement that passed — yesterday, by way of 
proverb — preceded the partial renewed movement of 
today. And the movement of tomorrow is found in 
potential. And when the day of tomorrow comes, it is 
renewed, and it is that the day that we already call 
yesterday is tomorrow. If you say that the body carrying 
the movement did not renew according to this opinion, for 
it is general, behold, with the existence of the renewed 
movement, the renewal of the thing — as you will hear ~ 
will be enough for us. About this secret, we say concerning 
the Creator: “He that renews his good everyday forever is 
the Work of Creation”. And we say each day that the Rosh 
Ha-Shanah (Jewish New Year) is “The day of the 
Creation”. And we further say: “This day is the beginning 
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of Your works, a recalling for the first day, for a statute for 
Israel is an ordinance for the God of Jacob”. And this is for 
us a great secret. Behold, the day of Aosh Ha-Shanah is 
the first day of the seventh month — and understand this! 
For my intention is to conceal and reveal, and reveal and 
conceal, for the truth is very deep for the intellectuals, and 
all the more so for the fools. For, “The thoughtless believes 
every word; but the prudent man looks well to his going” 
(Proverbs 14:15). If so, the world is not only ancient, for its 
movements are a clear proof for its renewal, as we recalled. 
And there is no apprehension from thinking that some of it 
is new and some of it is ancient, for we believe that the 
entire world is one. A part of it is tied to another part of it, 
as the body of man, as a proverb. And it is each body in its 
generality and particularities. Do not think that this opinion 
is as the opinion of those speaking and talking about the 
time that is renewed in the periods. What we said is that we 
will believe that the entire time is cleaved, and we will also 
believe in the natures and not believe in the changes, 
except only when the Lord says to the prophet to justify his 
words by the feeling of the eye concerning sight. It is 
enough to believe in this change in the evolution of time 
that is created, and the movement is renewed and the 
wheel exists from nothing — and so the providence of 
humans, and their reward and punishment, as_ the 
ordinance of the straight and willful wisdom. 


Behold, two more ways remain, and they are that the 
world is new alone (and the number of its years for us are 
five-thousand-forty years), or that the world is ancient on 
one hand and new on the other. If it is new alone, there is 
no need to discuss about it, for each thing that determines 
at the beginning of a thought the simplicities of the Torah — 
that they are true without any proverb ~ will be believed 
immediately by us as it is, and it will be enough. If it is 
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ancient on one hand and new on the other, there is no 
need in it for things, for the side of renewal is enough for 
confirming by it the simplicities of our Torah. And:if the 
side of antiquity determines what is concealed in it, we will 
lose nothing — i.e. from the secrets of the Torah. For the 
entire meaning is for confirming the truth of the 
achievement and drive away the false thought from the 
hearts. For, if the world were ancient and we would believe 
in its renewal, it would be a lie, as it would have been a lie 
if it was new and we believed in its antiquity. But after we 
believe in the development of the renewal, as the true 
Torah testified in the secret of “In the beginning, God 
created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1), we are 
enough with this. Onkelos revealed it by saying 
“Bekadmin” (pytp3, anciet), which means ‘in the 
beginning’ according to the words of the Rabbi. And if it is 
written in the [ Ta/mud] Yerushalmi, “With wisdom”, that is 
the beginning. The secret of ‘beginning’ (NWN = 911) is 
[=] ‘the antiquity of its ancient antiquity’ ( Yn nN Tp 
DTP). This will determine that the Lord created the 
world with His wisdom from nothingness, and made it to 
exist. And so, its secret is [=] ‘a title/name is’ (W” NN). 
This being so, we will not hurry to decide a way from these 
two on each other, ordering which one of them is the truth. 
Moreover, I will include for you what I said above, and it is 
that you will know that the drawing of the world new 
alone, or ancient and new alone — even though it seems 
that both matters are opposite and will not be found in one 
subject in one time, i.e. that one thing is ancient and new 
together — is a thing that the human intellect is prevented 
from achieving. But with all this, we know the prophet that 
achieves its truth on the side of Hagadah (tale) and the 
story that God told him when he received the prophecy 
that He gave him. Therefore, we are sufficed with the 
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prophet telling us his truth in his book, and by also giving 
to us [his] Kabbalah face to face. This way cannot be 
achieved by anybody else except for the prophet, and only 
if his wisdom grew stronger and increased more than the 
wisdom of all the ancients — and also from the wisdom of 
Salomon of blessed memory. 


After interpreting for you all my knowledge of it, I will 
now speak about the matter of the second division, 
concerning the Torah being the proverb of the ancient. It is 
as the matter of their saying that the Torah preceded the 
world by two thousand years, from the meaning of the 
writing that appears in Proverbs: “Then, I was by Him, as a 
nursling; and I was daily all delight, playing always before 
Him” (Proverbs 8:30) — always ‘with abounding ink’ (1712 
yw) = 522), meaning with a reward that determines [=] 
‘abundance and prophecy’ (R123) p”4Ww), whose secret 
is [=] ‘death and life’ (O”M) 119). And also, ‘delight’ 
(Dy wyW = 796) is [=] ‘the holy language’ ( 7”1W9 
wtp). And also, ‘daily (0% OD" = 112) is [=] 
‘Vav’Vav days’ (0/7? 1/4). Indeed, playing is desiring 
before Him periodically. Therefore, it was said that the 
matter of the entire Torah being a proverb that is neither 
ancient nor new is not possible, for, after the existence of 
the thing that is called by us ‘beginning’, there are the 
Kaf’Bet (22) letters of the Torah, which are the Holy of 
holies found in the hearts of humans. And speech was 
created from them in five places in the mouth, and they are 
also found drawn in the books. It is the first thing learned 
that, between the two, the will of humans is the close 
reason for their existence in the books, for they wrote them 
with no doubt by the speech of the willful mouth. If so, it is 
already known from them also that the same speech found 
in the interior of the heart as renewed is that which remains 


30 Sefer Ha-Yichud~ The Book of Unity 


as that which carries it. And if you say that the human 
species is ancient, the Torah is said to be ancient. And if 
man is new, the Jorah is said to be new. If so, it is not 
possible to say that the 7orah is said to be neither ancient 
nor new. And thus, you will say more from what we said, 
for, if the world is ancient, the Torah is said to be ancient. 
And do not question me with the saying, “Shita Af Hvi 
Alma Vechad Charub”, which means, “Two thousand of 
chaos, two thousand of TZorah, two thousand of the 
Messiah”. And he will die, for this is a secret to us, and it is 
not as its simplicity. And if you examine its matter, you will 
find it. I have already interpreted for you that the world is 
not completely ancient. If so, the Torah is not said to be 
ancient, but renewed. Do not ask me to inform you about 
what one of the two remaining things was, for they already 
appeared in my words, and you should understand them 
from there. For a matter as deep as this cannot be 
interpreted for any man. Even if we desire this with a great 
desire, we have neither permission for it nor a complete 
ability at all, for we have a face for glancing at the truth and 
speaking it. But after that, the habits and the natures will 
conceal it. Therefore, you should be satisfied with what you 
understand, and do not ask for greatnesses lest your heart 
weakens from the drawings of the truth. 


From these ways that I have mentioned to you, you will 
understand the thing that I connected to the preface, and I 
will not have to explain it after this, But I will inform you in 
general that the three parts are canceled and that one only 
is the truth. And it is that concerning the Torah, with no 
doubt, its revealed ones are a complete truth and its 
concealed ones are a definitive truth. And both together 
are one thing in their truth. Understand and grow wise in 
this secret and its words, one by one, and you will know 
and grow wise from the discovery of a thing about the 
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drawing that is worthy of being drawn according to the 
power of the human intellect. And [you will know] what is 
appropriate to believe in according to the abundance of the 
divine intellect in the three matters that I recalled. They are 
the renewal of the world and its antiquity, the proverbs of 
the new and ancient Torah, and the revelations of the 
Torah and its secrets. I know that you will understand my 
intention, if you wish to grow wise in the books of intellect 
as you should do. And examine it with the examination 
that you are compelled within its matters. 
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Fifth secret: The Work of Creation 
(NWR N”wyn) 


It is known from the second part, from chapter 29 and 
chapter 30. 


Concerning the Work of Creation 


Now that I have told you about the matter of the renewal 
of the world and its essence, it will be easy for you to 
understand the Work of Creation, and I will hint at it also a 
little in the secret of the Work of the Chariot. Put your 
knowledge to understand what you will hear from it here. 
You need to know what the Rabbi said in chapter 30 of the 
second part, about the saying that was hinted by Rabbi 
Yehuda Bar Simon and Rabbi Abehu of blessed memory 
concerning the matter of Formation in the secret of time, 
building, and desiruction. He recalled it twice concerning 
that drawing, and this is improper. And he did not say 
{anything more] and this is a lie — and understand his 
words very well! He also recalled there the saying of Rabbi 
Eliezer, who said concerning the matter of the secret from 
where the heavens and the earth were created, as it is 
hinted in chapter 26 of the second part. He further said 
wonders in chapter 29 of the second part, in the first and 
second preface. The first is for informing us by it that all he 
recalled for the Work of Creation in the Torah is not 
entirely according to its simplicity, as it is imagined by the 
crowd. He said that, if the matter was as this, the man of 
wisdom would not have concealed it, and the sages would 
not have used it as a figure of speech in its concealing. He 
continued that matter up to its end, discussed its wonders, 
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and revealed by it dreadful secrets. And it was as if he had 
not come to reveal them, but rather to conceal them. Who 
will reveal things that were concealed by antiquity, and 
who will cover things that were revealed by antiquity? And 
‘a lion’ (N’N = 216) will roar against who will not fear. 
And if the Lord God will speak, who will not be 
prophesized wanting all this? “It is the glory of God to 
conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is to search out a 
matter” (Proverbs 25:2). The second is that he informs us 
with it that the prophets will be prophesized, and speak 
with the combined names and the names that are decreed 
from the order of the first intentions. They come to inform 
with them other intentions, to hide them from the multitude 
of the people and even from the Rabbis that are not 
kabbalists from the secrecies of the Torah. He recalled a 
little of them and further hinted at them in chapter 43 of 
the second part. There, he recalled wonders, ordering us 
the wholeness of the Rabbi and the bravery of his wisdom. 
There, he said a matter, and here it is: More wonderful 
than this is that the remark will be with one name; the 
letters of that name are the letters of another name with the 
change of their order, even though there is neither a decree 
between the two names nor a combination of matter 
between them. He continued the things and recalled 
concerning the word ‘harming’ (2°921N) the inversion of 
the letters, and their combination in the word ‘loathed me’ 
(2 N9N3). And he said it there and inverted the word 
‘injured’ (913n). And he set it as ‘loathed’ (Sim). And 
based upon this way, many strange matters came, and they 
are secrets. These are the matters in the words of the Rabbi 
of blessed memory about these divine secrecies. In the 
secret of the prophecy, I will tell you the matter of this way 
until you understand it completely, if you wish to carve it 
on your heart as the truth. 
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The matters being so, what can I tell you from the matter 
of the ‘Work of Creation’ (N’wWNIA A”wYyNn = 1328), 
besides you knowing from it that its number is [=] ‘in ten 
names’ (NNWN AWyA). ‘In the ten days’ ( N wy 
pn n = 682) is [=] ‘the Work of the Chariot’ ( N”wyn 
m2). Indeed, you will know the secret of the names 
from a name (OW), and you will know the secret of the 
days from a sea (0). And both are the heavens — male 
and female. From this, you can understand the secret of 
the splitting of the sea by a name, and the secret is, “And 
he looks this way and that way” (Exodus 2:12). And the 
matter is, “And the waters divided” (Exodus 14:21), for the 
secret of the living creature is a Hey with an open Mem, 
and also a Yud with a closed Mem. The division enters 
under the government of each man that knows what is 
known, for with this man is a man. The beginning of the 
creation of each man is from the power in the warmth of 
Mars, and understand this, for the fruit of Mars is the 
firmament that is called ‘heaven’, as it is written: “And God 
called the firmament Heaven” (Genesis 1:8). Its secret is a 
name of water, fire and water, carrying water. It is what is 
created in a second [time] and divided into two parts — a 
superior and an inferior, with a middle one tilting the 
balance in the middle. And when the superior water and 
the inferior water divide, the middle will be a dry land. And 
whoever wishes to pass will pass through it, and the waters 
will be as a wall to him on either side. For there is a great 
difference between the three matters in the Formation. 
Behold, after an imprinted sign is divided, a cloud will be 
found from here and a cloud will be found from there. And 
the secret is a fountain spouting from here and a fountain 
spouting from there. The left will return to be right and the 
imagination will increase. And he told the end of the right, 


Sefer Ha-Yichud - The Book of Unity 35 


and the miracle was done in. reality: A fire was inside the 
thorn-bush, and the thorn-bush was not consumed. 


It is not allowed to reveal more than this from the Work of 
Creation, but only the parting of the sea by which the 
orders in the Work of Creation were changed, and for the 
knowledge of the heart and the sight. But the divine action 
was imprinted like this. About this secret, it was said that 
the Egyptians were drowned in the Dead Sea and the 
children of Israel passed through dty land inside the sea: 
“And the waters were a wall unto them at their right hand, 
and at their left” (Exodus 14:22). Know that each child of 
Israel that enters into this — ie. parting the sea with the 
Explicit Name — needs to prepare himself, turn here and 
there, smite the Egyptian that smites the Jew, and inhume 
him. And at the end, he will be able to part by this the 
Dead Sea, for he adds knowledge by parting. And then, he 
will drown all his enemies at the end that is the end. Do not 
think that I hint at the secret of the knowledge of the name 
and the parting of the sea by its power, for the revelation in 
the Torah was just a proverb for this — heaven forbid. For 
this is a complete denial of the truth of the Jorah, but the 
truth is as I informed you concerning the secret that was 
before this. And it is the secret of the renewal of the world. 
The Torah in its truth includes two kinds of existence, and 
both are good as one. And they are the revealed and the 
concealed, and both are true. You will understand this 
from the matter of the existence of body and Nefesh 
together, for they are two — this is new and that is ancient, 
this is revealed and that is concealed. And this is a proverb, 
and that is comparable, but both exist together. It is 
enough for you with this wonderful hint concerning this 
secret that I have already entirely revealed, if you examine 
this book appropriately. 
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Sixth secret: Heaven and Earth ( pnw 
p)) | 


It is known from the second part from chapter 29 and 
chapter 30. 


Concerning Heaven and Earth 


What is understood from the name ‘heaven’ (DW) in 
first assumption is the heaven that any man sees above 
with his eyes according to sight and thought, This means 
the heaven in which are all the planets, the sun, and the 
moon are visible. Indeed, the secret of heaven; as Even 
Ezra of blessed memory said, is a multiplication ruling 


upon a multitude because of the Patach (short ‘a’ vowel) in 
the Mem and the Chirik (‘’ vowel) of the Yud. And it is as 
the names of two [in Hebrew, it is a plural indicating two]. 
He said that name is from the expression of ‘wilderness’ 
(NNW), as I mentioned above in the first Part concerning 
the secret of the Name — and understand it from there! 
Indeed, our Kabbalah is understood and learned from Shin 
Mem Yud Mem (an) 1’) 0") YW), as I hinted about the 
secret before this in the division of Shin’Mem Yud’Mem 
(0” 0”) — and understand it from there! You will find 
that the matter of heaven and earth is as if their Creator 
says from where they were created, and it is His saying: 
“The heavens are from My name, the earth is from My 
recalling”. It is also written: “Yea, My hand has laid the 
foundation of the earth, and My right hand has spread out 
the heavens” (Isaiah 48:13). And he said about the earth 
‘hand and foundation’, and it was said about the heavens 
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‘right side and spreading’. Another second. secret is: 
“Heavens from My intellect, earth from My light”. And it is 
also written about this: “And the earth did shine with His 
glory” (Ezekiel 43:2). Examine the second part, chapter 26, 
the saying of Rabbi Eliezer Ben Horkanos that recalled it in 
his chapters. And from there, you will understand this 
secret. 


Indeed, heaven was interpreted as height because of their 
great height. And they will not be separated to make from it 
a parted name, such as one from two or one day from two 
days. They brought an evidence from the Writings that 
said: “It is high as heaven; what can you do?” (Job 11:8). 
And it is written: “Is not God in the height of heaven?” 
(Job 22:12) — meaning that their height will determine the 
pride and loftiness of the Lord, blessed be He. It is also 
written: “The heaven for height, and the earth for depth” 
(Proverbs 25:3). They were called Meromim, Schakim, 
Rekiim, Gvuhim [all of these are synonyms for heavens], 
etc., and all of them will determine the virtue of their 
existence. And by their virtue, they will determine the virtue 
of their Creator. Moreover, ‘earth’ (PX) is‘ from the 
expression ‘satisfied’ (NN17), and also from ‘will’ (7184) 
for the kabbalists, and it is a great secret. Nevertheless, that 
matter of earth according to its translation is Eraa (NVI, 
earth) from the expression of ‘inferior’ (N199W), as in the 
saying: “Another kingdom inferior to you” (Daniel 2:39) — 
i.e. ‘inferior’. And there is no doubt that the earth is the 
lowest place, and it is the middle point. And the skies of the 
heavens are the highest height, while the covering conceals 
all. This means that the rounded summit of the wheel that 
surrounds all, rotating around the earth, is the height of all 
places. And there is nobody after it that drives or moves, 
but the body of that wheel is the first moving, which is 
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compelled by its movement, which is the daily movement 
that hurries more. than the rest of the movements — the 
movements of each one that moves within himself. And the 
rest of its point is the center of the earth in general, while 
the abode is one. And He dwells upon it, and abounds His 
good and grace upon it in general and upon each of its 
parts. This compelled existence with a providence upon 
whoever is worthy of receiving it from Him — blessed be 
He and may His name excel, and may the loftiness of His 
kingdom rise above as it is appropriate. 
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Seventh secret: The Giving of a Name 
(ow NN) 


It was known from the second: part, from chapter 30 and 
from chapter 48. 


Concerning the Giving of a Name 


“And God called the light Day, and the darkness He 
called Night” (Genesis 1:5). The giving of a name to 
anyone of the things comes to order for us the truth of the 
existence of that thing and its essence. This is because, as 
he recalled, that first to be created was the light, as it was 
said: “And God said: Let there be light. And there was 
light” (Genesis 1:3)..We found in many places that He 
called other things ‘light’ according to the divine writings 
that are written about the 7oraA, by saying: “For with You 
is the fountain of life; in Your light do we see light” (Psalm 
36:10). And it was further said: “For the commandment is 
a lam, and the teaching is light” (Proverbs 6:23). The 
Writings said: “The Neshama of man is the lamp of the 
Lord” (Proverbs 20:27). He called the precept ‘a lamp’, 
and the Neshama is a lamp, while life is a light and the 
Torah is a light. He said: “O house of Jacob, come you, 
and let us walk in the light of the Lord” (Isaiah 2:5). And it 
was said: “The sun shall be no more your light by day, 
neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto you; 
but the Lord shall be unto you an everlasting light (...) and 
the days of your mourning shall be ended” (Isaiah 60:19). 
From this entire hint and from all that resembles it, you will 
understand the essence of the light that was created on the 
first day, and you will know its opposite. And you will not 
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be from the cast about which this matter was said: “Woe 
unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that change 
darkness into light, and light into darkness; that change 
bitter into sweet, and sweet into bitter” (Isaiah 5:20). But 
you will be from the cast about which the rest is said: 
“Surely, this nation is a wise and understanding people 

(Deuteronomy 4:6). With this knowledge, you will be 
different from your fellowmen, and know how each one of 
the names was given and why it was separated with a 
given name from all that is found close or far from it. And 
you will know the matter in the truth of the giving upon 
what it falls in each place where it will be found or hinted 
at. By this, you will reach the knowledge of the Torah and 


the Precepts, and you will know their meaning. You will be 


saved from the doubts of the false thoughts and escape 
death, and then you will succeed and grow wise. 
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Eighth secret: Pure Marble Stones 
(WAND WY 9”) 


It was known from the first part - from chapter 5 and 
chapter 27 — from the second part — from chapter 26 and 
chapter 30 — and from the third part — from chapter 4 and 
chapter 6. 


Concerning the Pure Marble Stones 


In the Book of Formation, the writer wrote that two stones 
build two houses, and he wished to say that two letters 
build two speeches. Thus, he called the letters ‘stones’, and 
he called the words ‘houses’. From this secret, you will 
understand the secret of the drinking stone from which the 
world was established, and you will understand the matter 
of the figurine stone: “From there, from the Shepherd, the 
Stone of Israel” (Genesis 49:24), And you will also know 
the secret of “And He shall stretch over it the line of 
confusion, and the plummet of emptiness” (Isaiah 34:11) 
~ which are the smooth stones sunk in the bottom from 
which the water emerges. Know that from the existence of 
the pure marble stones two existences and also four were 
compelled in us. They are the good inclination and the evil 
inclination, which are called Samae/ (OXND) and his cast. 
And understand that their secret is four spirits that are 
found within the abundance of the Halachot (laws) that 
abound in the Nefesh, which is the beginning of man and 
is the essence of the power. From it, the matter in the 
essence of the hand being enough will be known, and the 
sapphire brick is for witnessing the sapphire stone. For this 
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is a good stone and that is a good stone, but this is weak as 
the weakness of the stone whose secret is the moon, and 
that is strong as the strength of the brick whose secret is the 
sun. As the moon receives its light from the sun, the brick 
receives abundance from the stone. “And I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh” (Ezekiel 36:26). And the 
two tablets of stone are a witness, and so are the “Onyx 
stones, and stones to be set, for the epnad.: and for the 
breastplate” (Exodus 25:7). 
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Ninth secret: Heavenly Waters ( Dn 
D2 9y) 


It was known from the first part — from chapter 29 — 
from the second part — from chapter 12, chapter 29, and 
chapter 30 — and from the third part — from chapter 11. 


Concerning the Heavenly Waters 


“Ho, everyone that thirsts, come you for water” (Isaiah 
55:1). Behold, the waters are known in Kabbalah: 
“Therefore, with joy shall you draw water out of the wells 
of salvation” (Isaiah 12:3). Behold, the Tree of Life walks 
five hundred years, and all the waters of Creation divide 
under it. And “When you reach to the pure marble stones, 
do not say ‘waters, waters’, for it was said that the liar will 
not direct against my eyes” (Chagigah 14). The heaven 
itself is from the waters, and those waters are waters in 
potential for those receiving and in action for those acting. 
And they resemble waters in essence by metaphor, voice, 
and government, for “The voice of the Lord is upon the 
waters” (Psalm 29:3), “The noise of great waters, like the 
voice of the Almighty” (Ezekiel 1:24). And from them, they 
abound little by little and satisfy the thirst always. And 
sometimes, they abound in plentitude, and judge and wash 
away the children of the flood that are compelled with 
destruction. And they destroy the way of flesh, for it was 
said about him who does this: “He that commits adultery 
with a woman lacks understanding; he that does it destroys 
his own Nefesh” (Proverbs 6:32). The waters of the Nile 
turn into blood, and each period is a concealed witness, 
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while each birth is a revealed witness, for nothing is born 
without water. Behold, the word in the flesh of the foreskin 
is for removing the heart of stone and renewing the heart 
of flesh. “And the hearts of the people melted and became 
as water” (Joshua 7:5). For “Many waters cannot quench 
love, neither can the floods drown it” (Song of Salomon 
8:7). And behold: “And a river went out of Eden to water 
the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became 
four heads” (Genesis 2:10). : 
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Tenth secret: The Garden of Eden and 
its Trees (VAY 7/*TY 7A) 


It was known from the first part from chapter 2, from the 
second part from chapter 30, and from the third part from 
the name Us (pty) in chapter 22. 


The secret of the Garden of Eden and its 
Trees 


The number of the two trees is ‘phylacteries’ (on = 
570), and they are [=] ‘the fountain of the Neshama’ 
(n"NwINn 7~N), as they are the [=] ‘fountain of the 
wilderness’ (N’n"nwWN YN). And from them, you will 
understand that [=] ‘what drives the Neshama’ ( "In 
n’nwan) is [=] ‘that which drives the wilderness’ ( 919 
nmnwn). And it [=] ‘gives birth to a male and gives birth 
to a female’ (n”ap2 7911 7”9t 7710). And. the secret 
is [=] ‘the mouth is a male and the word is a female’ 
(Napa nnn) Wot NON); ‘and the two trees’ ( "17 
D”xy = 576) are [=] ‘superior [and] inferior’ ( 7"9¥ 
9”9W). The secret of ‘Garden’ (]"%) is ‘body and Nefest! 
(W471 91’), for in both of them there is ‘a divine wisdom’ 
(nndN NNN = 519). And so it is in the number of ‘the 
divine wisdom’ (nN NINN NINN = 529), [=] ‘the body, 
the Nefesh’ (w"))n 4/N4N). The Garden is a place that 
receives all kinds of growths, and so ‘the brain’ (N’AN = 
53) is the place that receives all kinds of drawings. But 
witnesses come from it and tell us about its powers. And 
they are the two trees, and each ‘tree’ (p"Y = 160) is [=] 
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‘an image’ (Dx); and each ‘abundance’ (YoY, influx = 
450) is [=] ‘a likeness’ (111). Behold, ‘two trees’ ( 7” 
p”xy = 570) are ‘two’ "IN = 610), and here Eden 
(j’Ty = 124) [=] ‘bears witness’ (7”N). And from it, [=] 
‘we will know’ (y%T3) the stone of present. Indeed, one tree 
adds wisdom and one adds lust. ‘And the Tree of Life’ 
(pn pyr = 239) [=] ‘will add wisdom’ ( 4”01 
nnn), ‘and the Tree of Knowledge’ (n"pTn p’y1 = 
645) [=] ‘will add wisdoms’ (nN INN 401); ‘and the 
tree of Life’ (n’NN py) = 239) is [=] ‘a fate’ (919), 
‘and the Tree of Knowledge’ (n’y1n p’¥) = 645) is [=] 
‘fates’ (1902). One fate is for God and one fate for 
Azazel (2xtty) — the first for good, the middle for 
possibility, and this last one for evil. ‘And the Tree of Life’ 
(Onn p"y = 239) [=] ‘will add raw matter [Golem]’ 
(0% 901), and the Tree of Knowledge will add 
solitude. Understand the three of them, for they are 
wonderful things in the eyes of the prophets. And they are 
unsightly for the knowledge of the fools, who sent their 
hands for knowing the power of the foundation converting 
their honor in the pattern of flesh and blood. And they did 
not eat from the Tree of Knowledge, and the evil Neshama 
cannot be saved — even because they did not see the Tree 
of Life and were worn out, for they were created in vain 
and existed only for exhausting themselves. Happy are 
those that grow wise in wisdoms. And by winning the wars, 
they will gain two worlds, and the bones will live in the 
separation of the Neshamot and will never be lost. And 
they will be recalled for good and will stay in the light. And 
they will be kept in the Garden of Eden. 
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Eleventh secret: The Time of Shabbat 
and Kippur (1991 nw) T”yin) 


It was known from the first part from chapter 66, from the 
second part from chapter 31, and from the third part from 
chapter 43. 


The secret of the Time of Shabbat and 
Kippur 


“Thrice in the year” (Exodus 34:23), “Three times you 
shall keep a feast unto Me in the year” (Exodus 23:14), 
The Lord called them ‘once’ (4), and He called them 
‘time’ (99°), for He desired us and chose Israel His people 
to be His own treasure among all the peoples. He revealed 
to us the secret of ‘once’ and ‘time’, and informed us that 
the body of all the gentiles that are upon the face of the 
earth is uncircumcised, and that they are nothing more 
than raw matter and dust, as it is written about the species: 
“Then, the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground” (Genesis 2:7). He combined man with dust and 
also knowledge with dust, for by combining ‘man and dust’ 
(1"oy) D”TN = 401) you will find that His existence is [=] 
‘a healer of knowledge’ (y"1 &”O19). And He is what 
made our raw matter [=] ‘conscious ashes’ (Y”T119 1”ON), 
and they are [=] ‘standing ashes’ (T’M)y 1”ON). And 
therefore, He bestowed us with [=] ‘a magnificent time’ 
(T"pin NO) to separate us from every gentile, who is 
secular to Him — while we are holy to Him. They were 
blood and we were religion, for “At His right hand was a 
fiery law unto them” (Deuteronomy 33:2). And He 
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revealed that the Midda (emotive attribute) of His left is the 
Midda of His left, and that the Midda of His left is the 
Midda of His right, for there is neither left nor right above. 
“Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, Your right 
hand, O Lord, dashes in pieces the enemy” (Exodus 15:6). 
And He told us the secret of time, which is from the 
expression of “And there, I will meet with you” (Exodus 
25:22). And He is a pillar upon which all hangs. For 
another end is for time, because for time there are ‘times 
and a half’. The end of the right will be complete, for it is 
the fate of Daniel in the secret of one fate for the Lord. 
Each time is a fate, and the proof is that it lacks a Vavin 
the perfect Torah. Each ‘once is an end’ (p“p D”ypa = 
380), which is [=] ‘internal and concealed’ ( 91715 
Dp”), but ‘twice’ (RNY = 240) [=] ‘Amalek’ (p”ny) 
will tell you its secret: “The heaven for height, and the 
earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable” 
(Proverbs 25:3). For he already recalled before this: “It is 
the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is 
to search out a matter” (Exodus 25:2), “The valley of 
above and the valley of below” (Book of Formation) — 
whose secret is a sealed turn. And the end of each turn is 
‘once’, as the matter of “Now, when the turn of every 
maiden was come” (Esther 2:12); and also: “‘Turn of 
Esther’ (1”NOk® Wn = 1261)” (Esther 2:15); [=] ‘the turn 
of the scale of merit or the scale of defect’ ( m9 9”9 1”"N 
n”ain 9”9 1x). For the scale of merit and the scale of 
defect included the ‘period’ of end. And thus, a period is a 
time, for a period is for time. 


Behold, Pesach (Jewish Eastern) is on the Yud”Hey (15) 
of Nissan, and Succoth (the Feast of Huts) is on the 
Yud”Hey (15) of Tishri. And the secret is: “For the Lord is 
God, an everlasting Rock” (Isaiah 26:4). ‘He allowed to 
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remove’ (1’7DY 7m = 1080), [=] ‘removing [what] He 
gave’ (7’"NIwW 7 1"). Their secret is [=] ‘a sea-monstier, 
the minister of the sea’ (0”? 1" }"1N); [=] ‘the substance 
and the shape are two opposites’ ( IW AYN Wann 
p97); and so, [=] ‘7ishri [and] Nissan’ ( py “wn 
7073) are two opposites; [=] ‘head is life and tail is death’ 
(n'y 2’/9n DN wW"N4). Behold, it remains to inform 
you concerning the secret of Midda ("1M = 49). And it is 
the secret of Shavuot (the day that God gave the Ten 
Commandments), for seven weeks you should count. And 
you will find the secret revealed, and you will know from it 
the matter of the time [=] ‘of exile’ (9”%1AN). In the three 
of them, the entire secret will be revealed to all the peoples 
upon which the Jews will rule, those who hate them, for we 
won on Purim when Haman dropped a lot that is a fate 
and the opposite. For the Jews will have light and gladness, 
and joy and honor. For, according to fate, the country will 
be divided. This is the secret of each holiday by the way of 
fallow years and jubilees: The Jews will rule with the power 
of Purim upon each nation and language against Shoshan 
(JWIY, lily, rose) the capital. For from India up*to Chush 
means from the end of the world and until its end. Those of 
blessed memory said about this that Ahasuerus is the 
brother of Rush, a king from the end of the world up to its 
end. He who is a kabbalist from the secret of ‘the Middot 
(n’7MN = 455) — upon which is the likeness as a witness 
— will understand all that we hinted at. Behold, Rosh Ha- 
Shanah (Jewish New Year) is also holy, but it is the 
Judgment Day. And the secret of the judgment is one day. 
And thus, one day in the year is a calculation of a year, 
and it is the day of recalling, which is the day of the 
trumpet call. It will be for you the day of awakening, 
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meaning to awaken to the achievement of truth in the day 
of the trumpet call. 


Behold, the holiday is entirely interpreted as Kabbalah, 
and it is the day of the holy convocation. And Pesach, 
Shavuot, and Succoth in them are times from the day of 
the holiday that determine the time of our freedom — 
when we went out from slavery into freedom on a set time, 
a known period, and a designated holiday. For “To every 
thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1). And behold: “The Lord will 
have war with Amalek from generation to generation” 
(Exodus 17:16). This is in the secret of “This is My name 
forever, and this is My recalling unto all generations” 
(Exodus 3:15), Its matter in the concealed secret is ¥YZ”Z 
MH’Sh OL’M (ny w'nn 9% = 532), and they are 
three names of the Explicit Name, which is designated for 
winning everything by it. Its head is holy — i.e. the head of 
the seven days of Pesach. Its end is holy, and its inside is a 
secular festival. On the day of Succoth, the time of our 
rejoicing in which we rejoiced when we rested from all 
labor, clouds of honor concealed us, and seven of them 
enthroned us and surrounded us around. After this, all our 
sins were atoned, pardoned, and forgiven. And we went 
out from the permanent abode and dwelled in a temporary 
abode. Understand this very well, for the way of what is 
written and sealed for life is to emerge from this and dwell 
in that. On Pesach, we ate a lamb, roasted with fire, and 
unleavened bread upon bitter herbs, The secret of bitter 
herbs will determine for you a concealed matter — examine 
it and know it! Thus, roasted with fire is a lamb, but the 
unleavened bread is: “And you shall observe the feast of 
the unleavened bread (nYy~n NX ONY)” (Exodus 
12:17) — which are the Precepts (Ni¥NN) to not combine 
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the inhibitor, which is the remainder of the dough that 
turns everything sour causing it to stink. The sage revealed 
this to us by saying: “I suffer” (Brachot 61). And this is a 
heart in the Nefesh as a king at war. It was further said 
about similar things: “Master of the Universe, it is revealed 
and known to You that I wish to do Your wish, and 
whoever delays it is the leaven in the dough” (Brachot 17). 
The head of Succoth is also holy, and we have in our hand 
the four kinds, which are in the palm branch. And with 
them, we praise the Lord in the secret of the movements 
and takings, for in the palm branch there is a washing; in 
the hands there is a washing; and in the palms there is a 
carrying. The hands and the palm branch are general, and 
they were given to all, but the palms are only for the 
priests. The secret of the kinds of the palm branch is citron 
on the right side of the name only. And in it, the right letter 
increased with a palm branch on the left side of the name. 
In it, there is a whole heart. Its secret is Lamed Vav Lamed 
Bet (n’2 79 1% 1" = 572). Combine and examine 
it, try and know it! Two kinds are combined for it. The 
name of one of them is ‘myrtle’, and I have already 
explained to you the secret of ‘the hands’ (0’"1PN = 69) 
and their need of being washed in three kinds of water — 
the first one is the precept, the middle is the merit, and the 
last is the defect. And you should know them from the 
secret of the heavenly waters. It is the judgment for the 
second one that is called ‘willow’, which is his helpmate. It 
gained to help, but it did not gain to fight against it - and 
it is its region beyond. Thus, the myrtle and the willow will 
tell you the secret of the four [of them] with the citron and 
the palm branch. And behold, the six days of Succoth after 
the first day are a secular festival, and the seventh day is a 
willow — i.e. it is added to the palm branch as a help from 
the natural avowed encirclement. They surround it seven 
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times against all the days. And the eighth day, which is the 
eighth day of Succoth, will determine the period of the end 
in which the inclination of happiness will delight, for it is 
the day of Smichat Torah [the eighth day of assembly for 
the holyday of Shemini Atzeref, Behold, Shavuot is the 
time of the giving of our Toraf, and it is one day of a holy 
convocation that is born after the Count of the Omer — 
which is a constant Midda(n"tn = 49). And the day is the 
day Vav’Vav (12). Here is ‘the man’ (D"TRN = 50), and 
his secret is [=] YL”Y (9). He fights with the Teli ?"n 
= 440), for this one says ‘ Yud for me’, and the other says 
‘Tav for me’. The secret is Tishri (“WN = 910) in the 
secret of the hinted ‘beginning’ (N” wnt = 911). The three 
of them are a recalling for the exodus, a recalling for the 
finding of inclinations. Behold, its secret is a recalling for 
the finding of My remembrance and Name. And the 
intellect hangs upon it — i.e. with the recalling of the 
Explicit Name in His name, blessed be He. 


Indeed, behold, the day of Shabbat revolves from seven 
to seven days adjuring the world with thoughts, with Sefirot 
— and it is entirely figures. The day of Shabbat always 
renews, for it is names. Its secret is Shin Bet Tav ( 
vn nn’. = 1178), and they are [=] ‘the letters of the 
intellect’ (9”9¥N NYMR). And they are [=] ‘two 
intellects’ (10292 >”"NW), meaning [=] ‘two words’ ("3w 


n/n) [=] ‘concealing the understanding’ ( n*Vnon 
n”117), [=] ‘the secrecies of the understanding’ ( n”7nv1 
n”3n); for [=] ‘the understandings are secrecies’ 


(ond NaN), and also [=] ‘the secrecies are 
understandings’ (N"12n Dp”). Indeed, Yom Kippur 
(Day of Atonement) is one day of the year that resembles a 
little Rosh Ha-Shanah, and it is the Yud of the month of 
Tishri, YM"’R KVP*V ("99 “VN = 362), Behold, ‘the fast 


= 
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of Kippur ("999 DN = 442), [=] M7z"R KVP’V( "Rn 
y’919), [=] ‘created Aaf’Vav from Pey’Vav ( WD Wy 
1"9n), and [=] ‘created Pey’Vav from Kaf’Vav ( 1%) 48 
22). The innocent gained and the debtor was obliged, for 
then will be known the secret of ‘innocent and debtor’ 
(211 0"NIT = 74), when they come before a judge that 
is also a [=] ‘witness’ and also [=] ‘a judge’ (7). 
Therefore, the secret of the three of them is that ‘the 
holiday of Shabbat is Kippur (99 naw T"yin = 
1128), [=] ‘drawing knowledge with a lot’ ( n’yt 7/"win 
91); [=] ‘Aaf’Vav is explicated with knowledge’ ( 1% 
n’y7t2 w"9N), [=] ‘his crown is abundant with blood’ 
(o"T2 y"DIW ND) — and understand them! Indeed, in 
the holiday you are allowed to correct the food of the 
body, but during Shabbat the body will feed from what is 
prepared on Friday. Only during Aippur there is no food 
for the body, for the five pleasures of the body that 
resemble the five senses are all canceled on Yom Kippur. 
Thus, the head of months are a time of atonement for all 
their births. And behold, it has a Seir (YW, he-goat) for 
atonement as Ajppur has a Seir for atonement. You will 
understand all the secrets from all the tasteless, and the 
proof is: “Bring atonement to Me, for I have reduced the 
moon and it is the end. For it is the crown of magnificence 
for those with loaded bellies”. 
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Twelfth secret: Prophecy (18123) 


It was known from the first part, from the first preface in it, 
And know that it is the key for understanding all that was 
said by the prophets. And [it was also known] from the 
second part from the general chapters on prophecy. 


The Essence of Prophecy 


“The lion has roared, who will not fear? The Lord God 
has spoken, who can but prophesy? ( X9 INV TAN 
Nay? N71 TAT MIM? YT NI)” (Amos 3:8). I hereby 
interpret for you in this divine and human secret what will 
help you in the quest of prophecy, until you are satisfied 
with nothing else but its truth and know its essence and 
matter. And if you wish to find it, examine this secret with 
the examination that is appropriate to it. And “Then, you 
shall understand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
knowledge of God” (Proverbs 2:5). 


Know that each one of the first prophets was forced to 
discuss what they discussed and compose what they 
composed, up to the point that, as you will find, many of 
them say that they did not mean to speak at all before the 
multitude of the peoples of the land, which are lost in the 
darkness of time. The divine affluence that abounds upon 
them compels them to speak, even if a disgrace comes to 
them, as in the saying of the prophet: “I gave my back to 
the smiters, and my checks to them that plucked off their 
hair; I did not hide my face from shame and spitting” 
(Isaiah 50:6). This prophet also said: “Behold, the Lord 
God will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? (qa 
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AY WDP NT YM ATy? TIN? 7TN)” (Isaiah 50:9). And 
there are many as these as are the ways of every reprover: 
“And lay a snare for him that reproves in the gate” (Isaiah 
29:21). Almost all are speaking about them based upon 
their inferiority: “The prophet is a fool, the man of the spirit 
is mad!” (Hosea 9:7); and also: “Go up, you baldhead; go 
up, you baldhead” (2 Kings 2:23). There are those among 
them that are patient; there are those that are angry; there 
are those that are merciful; and there are those that are 
atrocious, each one according to how he is drawn by his 
natures and habits; and it is also according to how the fear 
of God increases in him, and according to what he will see 
from forgetting the knowledge of the Lord from the heart of 
the crowd that pretends to be wise, and from their mouths 
and from their numbers. And for this [reason], he will 
shout, “Stop!”. According to the gullibility of the people, 
their great foolishness, and their great distance from the 
truth, the prophets know that they cannot convert their will 
and knowledge from the matter of the false thoughts that 
they have in their hands. And they need to first revolve 
their knowledge from the evil to the good. After that, [they 
need to] warn them with the curse that scares the 
knowledge of most humans, putting in their hearts a small 
drawing according to the power of their imagination and 
informing them that with their return to the Lord they will 
be blessed with an abundant blessing. Even though this is 
entirely from the general matters of reward and 
punishment indeed, the people will not know how it comes 
upon them from the Lord — whether by one means, by 
many means, or without any means. Little by little, the 
secret of life and death will be revealed to them. If some of 
them are found to be persons that have a pure intellect, by 
seeing the words of the prophet in his book or by hearing 
his words they will awaken from the sleep of death, 
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connect to the prophet, and ask from him in any way to 
state for them the great difference that exists between the 
intellect and the imagination. He will show them the true 
way and separate them from the crowd of the people with 
an everlasting separation, reviving them with the secret of 
the truth, informing them about the essence of death, and 
lifting them up from the abysm of the bottom, until they 
cleave to the honorable and dreadful Lord Who is our lives 
and our length of days, as in the saying: “For that is your 
life, and the length of your days” (Deuteronomy 30:20). 
This is the way of all the prophets. 


Indeed, now I will show you this way, so that you will 
walk to examine by it life and death, between good and 
evil, between blessing and curse, and between lie and 
truth. I will say that the beginning of the truth of prophecy 
is an internal speech that is created in the Nefesh in seventy 
languages with the twenty-two holy letters. And all of them 
are combined in the heart by the combination of the letters 
in potential from the side of the speaking power, and in 
action from the side of the divine, prophetic, doctrinal, and 
active intellect, It will abound from it upon the power of 
imagination and from the imaginary to the awakening, 
from the awakening to the perceived, and from the 
perceived to the drawn that is drawn in the book. It will 
return again to the opposite, reach a high virtue, and 
separate from the drawn to the perceived and from the 
perceived to the awakened. And from it, [it will separate] to 
the imagination, and from it to the internal speaking that is 
thought and drawn. And from it, [it will separate] to the 
prophetic [level], and from it to the action. And it will 
cleave to it after the increase in the strong and brave habit, 
until the prophetic [level] — which is personal and partial in 
the shape of its cause — will return to be general, 
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permanent, and everlasting like it. And it will be it, and it is 
one thing. 


Now that I informed you about this, I will show you its 
entire way, so that you will never forget it. It is this: When 
you know that you are complete in the wholeness of the 
good Middot that bear witness about the shape of the 
imagining power and about the truth of its essence for you, 
and you know that you are complete in the knowledge of 
the known Middot of the Lord by which the world always 
acts, and your knowledge pursues your intellect to 
resemble it by them as you can, forever, you know within 
your intellect that you already canceled the powers that are 
called ‘untied’ from you and all your intention is for God, 
and you fear God with the essence of a true fear as you 
would fear the angel of death — if you would see him 
entirely with your eyes. And on his left is a burning fire, 
while on his right is a two-edged sword avenging the 
vengeance of the covenant; and in his mouth are torches of 
fire devouring fire; and he comes to you and asks you to 
give him his part from yourself; and he is the half of your 
existence by way of proverb; and he asks you to cut your 
organs one by one and you see all with your eyes. After 
that, you contemn all your organs and all their physical 
powers for the fear of God, Who gave a constant part to 
the angel of death that is hinted to be Sa/an. And he is the 
angel of death, and he is the evil inclination. And he is the 
power of imagination that is in your heart, which dwells 
upon your intellect. And he is using his intelligence to hurt, 
and does not know how to do the good. He encamps on 
your heart in the matter of confusion of your very heart. 
Once he is revealed to you, to put you to death and 
swallow your word, if Ziphra the wife of Moshe does not 
help you to be a groom of bloods for circumcisions and to 
circumcise the foreskin of her son by taking a rock and 
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making a covenant. And once he is concealed from you up 
to the point that you think you will not die until you are 
old, even though he stands before you and sees you, while 
you do not see him. And all of a sudden, he returns to you 
and asks for his part. So it is, time after time, day after day, 
until the day that you die. 


Now, you know that all this does not harm you, for it was 
already drawn in your heart that in this shape, which is the 
separation of the Nefesh that is the fifth part, it has RAZ 
(97 = 231) gates. And it is what is called the assembly of 
4s Rael. And it gathers all the speech under its intellectual 
power, which is called ‘the superior assembly of Israel’ — 
which is the mother of providence, i.e. the cause of 
providence. And it is the middle between the Lord and us, 
and it is the Torah that abounds from the twenty-two holy 
letters. Know that all the organs of your body are combined 
by the combination of the shape of the letters — this with 
that and that with this. You will also know that, as you 
connect all of these together and separate between a shape 
of a letter and another, even though their substance is one 
and it is the ink, in a small moment you erase all of them 
from the board. That angel will do so to all your moistures 
and each one of your organs, until he returns all of them to 
their first substance — i.e. to the four elements. If you 
further grow wise and think that the death that is in you is 
in potential, it is already in you forever. And it would be as 
if it passed as the shadow of our days. You do not think 
about what you will eat tomorrow, and all the more so the 
day after, and all the more so the next year, or farther than 
that. And you will think that you already stand in the World 
to Come this day by being in this one, throwing behind 
your back all that exists beside the Lord that is drawn in 
your Nefesh in His truth. For He is your life and the length 
of your days. You will not put any thought of the world in 
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yourself on one thing without Him, but only according to 
the obligation, if it comes at random that you live a period 
or periods. You should always examine the actions of the 
Lord so that you ascend every day and become closer to 
him by the true way. 


After that, you will put your knowledge upon each 
precept and each speech that is in the letters of the Torah, 
even if you think with whichever tongue you wish about 
what you will discuss ~ once according to the thought of 
your heart with the spoken speech, once ‘according to the 
speech that is called the Oral Torah, once according to the 
written book, and once according to what you will write by 
your hands in the shape of the letters, as I will guide you to 
do now. Behold, | fully know that you will achieve the 
knowledge of the Lord and speak with the active intellect, 
and that the active intellect will speak with you according to 
your power. 


The beginning of what this superior divine achievement 
will act upon begins revolving the Torah according to this 
shape in writing. 


ny nN 
wT pn 


Now, revolve this ten letters and connect all the first ones 
together in a number that is called in Gematria and is first 
compelled like this: ‘The holy letters’ (W"TPA N’YMIN = 
1232). In Gematria, they are [=] TATATAL”B (a"nnn). 
After that, make from them calculations according to your 
ability, so that they will be one-thousand-two-hundred- 
thirty-two. As in your saying, the holy letters are in 
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Gematria the middle Torah, and you will further say that 
the Jorah is in Gematria the middle one. Thus, you will 
further say that the holy letters are in Gemairia the study of 
the Precepts of the Torah. Moreover, the study of the 
Precepts are in Gematria figure and likeness. After that, 
you will skip, calculate the thousand, return them to one, 
and say that the holy letters are in Gematria BRL’A 
(x12 = 233). And its secret is [=] ‘fate’ (792) and [=] 
‘holiday’ (92). And it is the Tree of Life, and this is what 
you will always do. If you find an understandable thing, 
keep it and remember it. And if not, remember it in its 
number, for it is the Holy Spirit. And it will guide you to 
one understood thing. And if you do not understand it 
today, you will understand it tomorrow, for it is not an 
empty thing. And if it is empty, it is empty from all of you 
and it is empty from you. It is completely holy, and even 
the evil in it is good. Behold, you need to know another 
way, and it is this one. 


VIW 
wIpHn 


Take Lamed, make from it two first compelled letters, and 
separate them into two. And the speech emerging from its 
separation will first be Kaf’Yud 0", because). After that, 
connect it to the end of the letters, and make from the head 
an end and from the end a head. And the speech will be 
SAK’Y (7% = 330). Moreover, invert the end of 
‘language’ (’1W9 = 386) with the head of ‘holy’ (WIP = 
404), and it will be Nun”Hey (711 = 55). And now, add 
them all together, and you will find that the entire speech is 


Shechina ("2W, Divine Presence = 385). What remains: 
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in the middle is [=] ‘holy’ (w’"1p = 410), a [=] ‘holy’ 
Shechina with a holy language. Know that the secret of [=] 
‘holy’ is [=] ‘abode’ (]”9WN). Therefore, if so, the secret of 
‘the holy language’ (w"TPN YW = 795) is [=] ‘the 
abode of the Shechina ("2 "2WN) [=] ‘preparing the 
two inclinations’ (0/8? »”Iw 7’"DN) — and so is the rest, 
Behold, you will add the letters as you did. when you 
separated them. How? Think that you have 7ASAR’Q 
(p’IwN = 1000), and you add them so that they will be 
one number. And they will be one thousand, and they are 
another ‘one’ when you return [1+0+0+0=1], for each 
one is one thousand and each one thousand is a one. 
Therefore, Alef (9X, also one thousand) was called in the 
holy language ‘one’. If so, according to this way ten are ten 
thousand, for they are many, and no myriad has more 
than ten. If it appears to you that a myriad has more than 
ten, it is not so, for those added to the ten are born from 
their arrangement, their multiplication, or their sum. It is as 
for example Yud”Alef(X¥" = 11), which is the essence of 
the arrangement of Yud with the addition of the beginning 
of its arrangement. For Yud is the essence of all-numbers, 
and A/efis the beginning of all numbers. And it is also the 
beginning of the arrangement of Yud. Therefore calculate 
that ThSAR”Q is one thousand Alef Behold, first combine 
it, and its combination will be Aaf’Dalet (1D, 24) things. 
And you will also find it summed up, so that you will make 
it separated. Begin from Zav (400) and make it Kuf’Shin 
(Ww), or [=] Shin’Kuf (p’), and also [=] Sh7z’Y 
O"Nw), [=] SAP’K (2"5Y), ShO’L (Op), SAS’ 
(n"0w), SAN’N (1"2Y). You will also make from Shin 
(300) [=] Auf’Resh (1"p) or Resh”Kuf (p’4), and also 
RT2”Y ("89), RP’K (2"97), RO’L (91), BS’M (1n"01), 
AN’N (11). And you will also make from Resh (200) [=] 
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Kuf’Kuf (p"p), and also [=] QTz’¥ ("Sp), QP"K (2"9p), 
QO°L (2"YP), QS"M (NOP), QN’N (1D). 


Upon this, build what you can for each one, convert this 
with that, combine this with that, invert this with that, and 
do not remove yourself from this way, for this is the way of 
the Tree of Life. It is called ‘the wheel of combination’, and 
it also resembles the action of the combination of the 
wheel. This is what you will do to 72PO”S (D"pay = 300): 
Divide Tzaddf (90) and first make it [=] Pey”Yud (7"9), 
and also [=] Ayin’Kaf (2"»), Samech”Lamed (5"d), 
Nun’Mem (1). And you will make from Pey (80) [=] 
Ayin’Yud (?"), Samech’Kaf (9"0), Nun’Lamed ("), 
Mem’Mem (nn). And you will make from Avin (70) [=] 
Samech’Yud (00), Nun"Kaf (2"), Mem”Lamed (9"n). 
And so, do also for NMLK”Y ("99n1 = 150). Mem’Yud 
("7 = 50) is [=] Lamed’Kaf (2"), and also Lamed’Yud 
0% = 40) is [=] Kaf’Kaf (2”9); and also, Aaf’Yud ("9 = 
30) is [=] Yud’Yud (”) and another [+] Yud divided into 
A’T B’Ch G’2Z D’V H’H ("7 VA A 0"). And 
furthermore, TChZ’V (\"IN) is A’Ch B’Z G’V D’H (T'S 
n"t 1" 172); and also. A”Z B’V G’H D’D ( "9 1" TR 
7"T); and also A”V B’H G’D (19 "2. YN); and also A”H 
BD GG (1) 1". NR). Also, HDG”B (2""TN) is A”D 
B’G ("2 7"); and also A”G B”B (22 9X); and also A’B 
(2"X); and also A”A (NN). Indeed, Alef does not receive 
either division or inversion when it is in its first virtue, for it 
has no way of inverting, even though it will happen to each 
one of them when they are alone. For the inversion is only 
in the existence of two letters, as for example A”B, which is 
inverted as B’A, And so is all the rest in this way. 


I will give you a proverb in one of the ways, and you 
should query each one of these ways upon it. Think that 
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you have one counted number — one-hundred-forty-six — 
and put immediately in it one number that is first and 
constant. And the compelled [number] will be QW’V ("np 
= 146). Behold, if you wish to know what it will order and 
you combine it, it will receive six combinations like this: 
QM’V, QV'M, MV’Q, MQ’V, VQ"M, and VM’Q. Thus, 
you will know that the first and the last are opposite, and 
Bet and Gimel are opposite. And their opposites are face 
and rear, and their hint is: “You have beset me behind and 
before” (Psalm 139:5), And man is an inverted tree: “And 
you laid ‘Your hand’ (N”999 = 125) upon me” (ibid.). Its 
secret is, “And laid [=] ‘your opposite’ (7297) upon me”. 
And therefore, it was written filled with Heys. Thus, if so, 
the last man is the opposite of the first man. And here, the 
secret of ‘first’ (WRI = 557) is [=] ‘his light is fire’ (1% 
w"N), and the secret of ‘ast’ (NN = 265) is [=] ‘his 
light is a fireplace’ (NX 13). The fireplace before him is 
burning from wilderness, and know them! The secret of 
‘fire’ (WN = 301) is [=] ‘shape’ (1/14), ‘fireplace’ (NX), 
[=] ‘back’ (19). And behold, it is ‘something’ (w” = 310) 
from nothing. And this is the light of My Name, and this is 
the light ‘from living’ (””"NN = 58); and this is the light. of 
the sun, and this is the light of ‘the yonder’ (N”nwn = 
350). Understand these hinted wonders and praise a 
Special Name from its eminent count. And you will know 
the secret of renewing every day the Creation, and you will 
know that the ‘desire’ (p"WN = 408) is [=] ‘the Book of 
Life’ (n’"n 3”90D). Behold, you will count QM’V (146). 
Divide it, and you will begin from Aufand make it 7z2¥M’V 
(Vn = 146), another [=] PAM”’V (194), another [=] 
OLM’V (V"n>y), another [=] SMM’V ("nnD), and 
another WVM”’V (1"N13). Thus, in all this way you kept the 
word Mem’Vav (1) = 46). And each one is divided into 
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four parts, and then it receives Kaf’Dalet (24) 
combinations. And from them, in their revolving you will 
understand wonders. ; 


Always take heed in your examination from the Tel 
(NN = 445) that informs in which hand the king was 
put. And it is what [=] ‘enchants’ (”w919N) in him. Know 
that each ‘hil? (9”N = 430) is [=] ‘a Nefesh? (WO), and 
from its power there is a Nefisha (N93) in you, which is a 
witch. But a-witch will not live, for the dead is not alive. 
And so, her powers are like her — and understand this very 
well! Always take heed from the prosecutor, and this will be 
in any way when you examine the thing recalled in 
wisdom. And no evil power will be able to seduce you and 
remove you from the truth as long as you place the Lord 
between your eyes. Trust in Him and He will do 
everything, for all is in His hands — blessed be His name. 
“In all your ways, acknowledge Him, and He will direct 
your paths” (Proverbs 3:6). As long as you wish to examine 
and grow wise in the ways of the combination of the letters 
that include the ways of the seventy languages, put your 
knowledge to understand what will emerge from the 
combination, whether it is good or evil, truth or lie. But 
understand that the evil is what is said to be the evil 
inclination. Desire the good and the good will also speak to 
you, for truly both are good as one, if you will also know 
how to recognize the way of salvation from each evil thing. 
And “Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and 
pursue it” (Psalm 34:15). 


This way, whose secrets I revealed to you, is the path of 
straightness to order by it the secrecies of the Torah and 
guide by it the thought of the intellectual person towards 
the knowledge of the Lord and receiving from Him a divine 
abundance through the twenty tow letters whose number in 
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general is TATATARTz’H (n/"'sxnnn = 1495). Behold, 
their secret is ATATz”H ("SNR = 496), and their hint is 
[=] ‘the king’ (7nn nN). And if you know them, [=] 
‘you are a king’ (721 NNN). You know this because their 
number is [=] ‘kingship’ (1999), and their secret is [=] 
‘a divine abundance’ ("NOX y”OW). If you wish to take 
this way in order to receive from it the Holy Spirit and 
perhaps also prophecy, first accept ‘the belief in God’ ( 9" 
pnw m’99N = 992), and you will know from the letters 
‘the movement of face and rear’ (VN) D9 TN = 
496) that was concealed from most of the sages. And you 
will understand [=] ‘the movement of the spirit of the 
wheels’ (072918 107 9’9NN). By calculating what you 
will calculate, you set the matters that are thought of in the 
drawing of your heart. And you give birth from them in the 
written book also combined thoughts that always incline 
towards the truth, casting away evil and receiving good. So 
you will do when you will be without a book and without a 
writing. Hold the holy combinations from which you will 
know the secret of the Explicit Names. “And you shall talk 
of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up” 
(Deuteronomy 6:7) — and do not forget anything. You will 
further do so in the thoughts of your idea, combining and 
being combined. And you will not be burned, and “Ask 
your father, and he will declare unto you, your elders, and 
they will tell you” (Deuteronomy 32:7). They are the letters 
that are called ‘a competent authority’, for they illuminate 
the eyes of the hearts, fulfill the ideas in the thoughts, purify 
the superior opinions, show the ways of intellects, inform 
about the ranks, determine the existence of the separated 
beings, and tell the futures. 
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If, heaven forbid, you saw for yourself a strong and brave 
power that is strange to you, calling you by your name, do 


not answer it as for a low person and do not welcome him, 
But rely upon the. Lord, and the Lord will be with you, 


Take heed and keep your Nefesh a lot, lest more than your 


knowledge can tolerate will come to you from the 


intellectual abundance. So, you will not receive it and fear 


its power, but fear only the Lord your God. By seeing its 
great goodness and its pleasant brilliance in your heart, 
conceal your face. After that, return to seek it little by little, 
and by this you will ascend to it, for the great fire guards 
the gate. Behold, the prophesized said: “Speak with us, 
and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die, 
And Moshe said unto the people: Do not fear; for God 
came to prove you, and that His fear my be before you 
that you do not sin” (Exodus 20:16). Always take heed 
from the proof, for it stands between your eyes and heart 
as a Satan dancing between the horns of the Taurus when 
it ascends on Nissan from the lake. For this is the nature of 
your being — to be examined by His mouth and proved by 
Him. If you can, return your value before him, and stand 
against your enemy that wants your Nefesh. For “The 
refining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold; but the 
Lord tries the hearts” (Proverbs 17:3). These natural and 
divine letters that are drawn around the world are the 
explicit refining pot and the special furnace for this work, in 
order to examine: “Between him that serves God and him 
that does not serve Him” (Malachi 3:18). Therefore, if you 
are truly a man of God, loyal to Him with all [your] heart 
and all [your] Nefesh, “My son, if sinners entice you, do 
not consent. If they say: Come with us, let us lie in wait for 
blood, let us lurk for the innocent without cause” (Proverbs 
1:11). “Do not walk in the way with them, restrain your 
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foot from their path; For their feet run to evil, and they 
make haste to shed blood” (Proverbs 1:16). 


You need to know and understand that, if you have to 


take heed of shedding foreign blood, you are moreover 


obliged not to shed the blood of your Nefesh. If many 
among the mansiayers tell you that they shed many bloods 
with the wickedness of their hearts, and that they also shed 
the blood of their Nefesh thinking that they do not do this 
but revive themselves and revive others by them, please, 
come with us and live with us; drop you fate among us, 
and ail of us will have one pocket. Take great heed of them 
as you take heed of the burn of the fire, and do not rush to 
kill yourself as they killed themselves by mistake from their 
knowledge, killing others with their great sin. I am saying all 
of this about him who tries to gain this world and forgets 
the World to Come in a complete oblivion that never has 
remembrance. 


After revealing to you what I have seen, it is appropriate 
to reveal it to you with the abundance that compelled me 
to do it. And I have covered what is appropriate of being 
covered. I have to furthermore awaken you to the 
knowledge, so that you will know one wonderful secret that 
includes many others. It is that you should know that, as 
long as you combine letters in a hurry or with a delay, and 
the hairs of your head do not stand completely in the 
shape of trembling, you will not reach a step among the 
steps of the spirit that drives all the organs. And you will 
not even know its existence, and all the more so its 
essence. But the beginning of that achievement is a storm, 
for it was said: “And I looked, and, behold, a stormy wind 
came out of the north” (Ezekiel 1:4), And it was said: 
“Then, the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind” (Job 
38:1). The second achievement is a spirit — not with the 
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Spirit of God. The third is a noise — not with the noise of 
God. The fourth is a fire — not with the fire of God. After 
the fire, there is a voice of a complete silence from the 
grammatical meaning of the word. And behold, the honor 
of God is there. And with Him, you will speak through the 
letters, and He will speak with you speech after speech — a 
little today, and tomorrow more. Thus, each day He will 
add to you knowledge and wisdom that all the Rabbis of 
the earth could not have known by the examination of 
their intellect, and their natural and habitual study of that 
matter, even if they would have studied all the days of their 
life. Moreover, in one speech He will tell you. You will 
understand many things that you could not have known in 
a few years of study — which you will study from Him in a 
moment. Your intellect will be compelled from this 
honorable abundance that you have received. If it is a lot 
in a strong estimation, you will also abound from it upon 
your fellowmen. And it will order you to tell things, whether 
or not you will be a kabbalist, and to write books, whether 
or not they will be read. By doing so, the power of 
abundance will increase upon you, and you will fear none. 
And all those rising against you will be as nothing against 
you in the matter of your words, for you are as a Rabbi 
upon them, and they are all as your disciples. Do not be 
angry with them, but have mercy upon them as the mercy 
of fathers upon sons. Do not inform them about. all your 
mercies, but always conquer them under your wrath. With 
your tongue, avenge and smite them, and from them do 
not be avenged. And sometimes, justify them, embrace, 
and strengthen them, and make them drink from the river 
of your pleasure. Raise your voice before the entire crowd 
to always despise money, which brings the Nefesh to 
desolation. Inform them about the treasure, and build a 
temple and a palace, from the words of Ben Maimon. And 


Sefer Ha-Yichud — The Book of Unity 69 


you will always be filled with precepts as a pomegranate, as 
making from them a bell of gold from a pomegranate. And 
rattle them in the ears of those passing by, who break the 
Precepts. And go around the openings, leave the truth, turn 
the lie, destroy their Nefesh, let their intellect starve,.and do 
well with their bodies. If you ascend to this virtue, do not 
envy a man drinking water, ascending, and thinking that he 
ascended in the excellent virtue, while his disgrace was 
revealed and the government was removed from him. And 
I will continue to prove you that your intellect is with you to 
save you and direct you to the close, straight, and good 
way that you should walk in after knowing its quality. I 
have written for you all that in which the Creator of all 
straightened me. God blessed Abraham with all. 


(29W’n) The intellect is (011) Vavs and Hey 
born out of woman and_ will wear skins. 
prophesizes. 

(7) They will seduce you if Yuds (0°TV) and Heys 
you will long for it. will create shapes: 


“Trust you in the Lord forever, for the Lord is God, an 
everlasting Rock” (Isaiah 26:4) 


Trust you in the Lord forever and thank the recalling of 
His holiness 


The second part of the secrecies of the Torah is 
completed; praise to him who dresses with its light, such as 
Salomon 
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The third part is called ‘Reproof of Life’ 


“The ear that hears to the reproof of life abides among 
the wise (P2N DIN 1772 DYN NIN nynw TN)” 
(Proverbs 15:31) 


(pn) Third part ascends By it, my legs were 
upon the 7e/i. strengthened from walking 
on the road. 


(am) An inclination 
fights upon me; its 
inclination is the rock of 
my vessel. 


(NWP) Hard in the It runs in the heart, while 
language is the true Torah all the fools command you. 
for whom is without Jorah. 


(71124) The language of 
Moshe grew stronger in 
azieland me. 


It terminates the children of 
man from hard labor. 


Know with this that his 
book has no value. 
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Proposition 


“He is in the way of life that heeds instruction; but he that 
forsakes reproof errs ( 217) THIN ITY DYN? NTN 
nyny nnn)” (Proverbs 10:17) 


It is known and interpreted for all the sages of the Torah 
that are kabbalists, and it is not concealed from the true 
sages of research that the permission of each man is given 
to him without obliging a complete obligation and without 
a conquering force. But man has one power, and its name 
is the awaking power. And it is what awakens his heart to 
do or not to do. After that, man finds in his heart what 
decides between these two opposites, and the one that 
wins will enact so that the organs act the actions — whether 
good or evil. The essence of the matter will return to man 
being always a fighter, fighting against the two first 
thoughts of his heart that drive many of his born thoughts. 
As it is written in the Book of Formation, “A heart is in the 
Nefesh as a king at war”. I have already hinted at it in the 
fourth secret of the first part, and this is entirely according 
to his nature. For if man did not have these two shapes that 
are called inclinations, powers, angels, thoughts, drawings, 
or whatever you wish to call them — since the intention is 
all one — the essence is to achieve their existence and.truly 
know their essence by signs that are learned and 
kabbalistic, separating between the two ways of existence 
that they have. And know the great difference between 
them in virtue. And if both of them are the existence of one 
or two that are connected, they will either separate or not 
receive division. 


Thus, by seeing their war in the heart, we will know that 
they are two, and that they are acting on each other and 
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are acted upon by each other. Therefore, this has time and 
that has time, and it is as a short moment, as an undivided 
point — less than the twinkling of an eye. The hint'at it is, 
‘there is a time’ (NY W) of God, as a twinkling of an eye, 
Since it lacks a Vay, there is a time of writing — and know 
it! Behold, this resembles the sparks of light that hit the eye 
according to the sight, as the twinkling of an eye. The spark 
hits it and returns again, and it seems to him that another 
hit him. After that, it returns in the shape of a matter: “And 
the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of 
a flash of lightning” (Ezekiel 1:14). Thus, a Nefesh that is a 
heavenly bright light that came, was realized, and became 
a power in the body. And it is a shape for the substance, 
and it sets it for one time according to the power of the 
body and the keeping of his tempers, giving birth to the 
sparks of thought in the heart. And the heart receives from 
it two ways of drawing. Each drawing is according to the 
ability of the heart: If it is strong, it is true and is sustained, 
and if it is weak, it is a lie and is canceled. According to the 
truth and the lie that was drawn in the Nefesh from the 
sparks of the intellect, it was also drawn in the heart from 
sparks of the Nefesh. And from the heart, all the sparks will 
spread and act in the rest of the powers of the body. And 
according to their existence, those sparks are compelled 
with strength or with weakness to act the action of feeling, 
which is the last one in the cleaving of man’s existence. 
And with it, all the powers were complete. And because of 
this, each man was compelled to have a revealed and a 
concealed matter. 
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First secret: The Secrets of the Torah 


It was known from the third part, from the preface of its 
beginning. 


Concerning the Secrets of the Jorah 


You have already seen what the Rabbi said in that 
excellent preface that comes to open the blind eyes, to take 
the lock from a prisoner, and the dwelling of darkness out 
of jail. He aimed with it at what he informed in his first 
words from it. And he told us that the essence of his 
intention in his book is to interpret what can be interpreted 
from the wisdom of the nature and from the divine wisdom 
for the intellectuals of knowledge. He said that this is from 
the generality of the secrets of the Torah, and he also said 
that they cannot be revealed — i.e. all the matters that are 
called the secrets of the 7orah. He said in the first part, in 
chapter 34: “Indeed, the things are in titles. And how can 
they be driven away from Him, and what is the ‘matter of 
the titles that are ascribed to Him? And so are the things in 
His Creation — what He created. With the title of His ruling 
for the world, He supervises His environment. And as is the 
matter of His will, achievement, and knowledge of all that 
He knows, so is the matter of the prophecy, what its virtues 
are, what is the matter of His names that determine one, 
and if they are many names. These are all deep matters, 
and they are truly the secrets of the 7orah. And these are 
the secrets that will be frequently recalled in the books of 
the prophets and in the words of our sages of blessed 
memory. These are the things that should be discussed 
only with chapter headings, as we have recalled, and with 
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the described man as well”. These were the words of the 
Rabbi in his language. 


Grow wise in what is under these matter that he recalled, 
and you will find that this explanation includes all of them 
and explicates them in their generality — and a little of their 
details according to the ability in each place where the 
secrets are expounded. You will find that the Rabbi always 
awakens to them in each place that he recalls them in the 
three parts of the book, and in each place he will tell you to 
understanding this thing or one that is close to it: “And 
understand it”. Or he will tell you: “And grow wise in this” 
— or both together. Or he will say, “And from what is 
needed for you to know or to awaken to”, or “And know 
this”, or one of these expressions and that which resembles 
them. He said this thing in chapter 48 at the end of the 
second part. [And this is] his language: “And after this 
submittal, hear what I will interpret in this chapter and look 
at it with a special observation, added to your observation 
in the rest of the chapters of this saying”. Know that this 
was a very great remark that the righteous of blessed 
memory gave us, in order to remove by it from our hearts 
all the imaginary doubts that prevent us from achieving the 
truth, as his saying in chapter 47 at the end of the second 
part preceded it: “And carry all that I did not recall about 
what I have recalled in this chapter, and separate the things 
with your intellect. And what was said by proverb, what 
was said by a metaphor, what was said by stressing, and 
what was said according to what the first assumption 
determines will be carefully made clear to you. And all the 
prophecies will be interpreted for you and will be revealed. 
And the learned beliefs will remain with you, going with the 
order wished by God. For He will desire only the truth, and 
He will hate only the lie. Your opinions and thoughts will 
not be bewildered, and you will not believe in opinions that 


Sefer Ha-Yichud — The Book of Unity 75 


are not true and very far from the truth, thinking that they 
are Torah’. He continued all that matter in that chapter 
until its end, and he said at its end: “And these matters are 
also from the secrets of the 7oraH’. He discussed in chapter 
26 of the second part about the two substances — the 
heaven and the earth. “And this is a great secret. You 
should not haste with the interpretation of the sages of 
Israel about it, for it is a secret among the secrets of 
existence and a secret among the secrets of the Torah”. He 
completed the secret and interpreted it with hints. He also 
discussed in chapter 33 of the second part concerning the 
giving of the Torah and the revelation of Sinai, about what 
Onkelos translated in the separation of the known speech: 
“And know it and recall it, for it is not possible that man 
enters himself to the revelation of Sinai with more than the 
estimation that he recalls, for it is from the generality of the 
secrets of the Torah’. He said in the third part, at the 
beginning of chapter 50: “There are things here that are 
the secrets of the 7orah as well, and they are the stories of 
the 7orah’. He revealed to us a little of their matters, but 
he stated for us the matter of the secrets of his book with 
the two causes of contradiction or opposition, which are in 
the preface of the first part. And their sign is ‘this’ (’"t = 
12). He said at the end of the explanation of all of them: 
“And indeed, what will be found in this saying from the 
change is according to the fifth cause and the seventh 
cause”. Know this, understand its truth, and recall it a lot, 
so that you will not blend in a few of his chapters. 


After awakening you to these recalled things, you will 
understand the rest, if those that I have recalled will not be 
enough for you. And from these and from those resembling 
them, you will know that the secrets of the Torah are not 
concealed, but only to the eyes of the fools, for their age is 
ancient for the intellectuals. And if He concealed them, He 
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concealed them only from those that have no knowledge in 
them. And therefore, they will be called ‘secrets and 
secrecies’. Moreover, since they are seen at the béginning 
of the thought for the fool and for the scared as they are 
contradicting the Torah, therefore He concealed them. The 
true thing is not so but the opposite, for man did not 
conceal from the sages of truth any secret, For he knew 
that it has an evil and concealed thing in it. But because of 
the weakness of those receiving it, as the Rabbi recalled in 
chapter 32 of first part in the proverb that he gave about 
the secrets concerning the food of bread, wine, and meat 
for the suckling lad, the weakness of his nature [prevents 
him] from digesting [it]. Behold, he continued the matter 
and said: “And for this reason, they were called secrets and 
secrecies of Torah’. And all this is from the words of the 
Rabbi, until there is no need of lengthening it. Indeed, I 
saw that the Rabbi of blessed memory gives a meaning to 
what he revealed from the secrets of the Torah, and it is 
because of the alienation of two denounced Middot | also 
knew from his words that it is appropriate to alienate every 
denounced Midda, and that it is appropriate to bring each 
hansom Midda close to the Nefesh. Moreover, it is 
appropriate to alienate the lie and bring the truth close, as 
it was said: “The Lord is near unto all them that call upon 
Him, to all that call upon Him in truth” (Psalm 145:18), My 
intellect forced me to reveal what I revealed from all this, 
and my Middot helped my intellect and were drawn after 
all of its orders. I understood in the adjuring of the Rabbi of 
blessed memory, and with his truly intellectual words. And 
it is in his saying there, at the head of his book — the things 
that determine the truth of his adjuring that he stipulated 
with all those that will read his writing. They should neither 
explain even one thing of it nor interpret it to their 
fellowman, but only what is explicitly interpreted in the 
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words of those that preceded him among our Rabbis of 
blessed memory. It is known to all those that have 
knowledge that he concealed all the secrets of the Torah 
and did not write them explicitly for the Explicit Name — 
but the Name is written explicitly. The essence of the 
intention in all that was created and ail that was given from 
the Torah and the Precepts was to know the Name from 
within the name. If so, how is it possible that the Rabbi 
revealed a thing that Moshe our Rabbi, our prophets, and 
our sages of blessed memory did not reveal? But the 
meaning in his words is as Salomon said in his wisdom: 
“Do not speak in the ears of a fool; for he will despise the 
wisdom of your words” (Proverbs 23:9). The ancients said 
in Proverbs: “Do not cast the pearls before the pigs”. And 
how much did they warn us about this thing the prophets 
and the sages? And so did the Rabbi of blessed memory. 
Nevertheless, he revealed a lot, but did not renew to us a 
thing that was not revealed by the first ones. We relied on 
this in what we have revealed from the secrets of the 
Torah, for all is for the honor of the Lord — blessed be He. 
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Second secret: The Work of the 
Chariot (N’299nN N”wyN) 


It was known from the first part from four chapters that 
are in it — and they are 51, 52, 69, and 71 — from the 
second part from chapter 22, and from seven chapters that 
are at the beginning of the third part — and they are the 
matter of the interpretation of the Chariot of the Lord that 
Ezekiel saw, and they are chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. 


The secret of the Work of the Chariot 


Since this secret includes the wisdom, I will tell about it 
what you will hear. And it is that the work will determine 
another made thing that did not exist. And when it came 
into existence, it was called ‘work’ — either natural or 
artificial. About this, it appears in the writing: “And the 
tablets were the work of God” (Exodus 32:16); and also: 
“The like of a paved work of sapphire stone” (Exodus 
24:10); and also: “The work of Your fingers” (Psalm 8:4) — 
until even about the Neshamot it was said ‘work’. For it 
was said: “And the Neshamot that I have made” (Isaiah 
57:16). All this includes the Work of Creation and the Work 
of the Chariot. The works also precede in time the work of 
the calf, a work that took place on a certain day at a certain 
place. And so, the Precepts are to do and not do do. 
Furthermore, the tablets were called ‘work’, for they are 
natural as the rest of the divine works. And the wonder 
made a wonder. The conclusion is that each physical or 
accidental! created [thing] will be called ‘work’, but what is 
neither a power nor a power in the body was not called by 
any prophet ‘work’. Do not ask me with what the Rabbi 
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said in chapter 48 of the first part concerning the matter of 
the angels, for he said there: “The angels are also not 
physical, but they are opinions that are separated from the 
substance; and indeed, they are made, and the Lord 
created them”. For you already know the matter of his 
saying in that chapter concerning the heat of the inverting 
sword. He said that each imagined shape is created, and 
the prophets compared the shape to its creator in chapter 
45 of the first part at the end of the chapter. And he 
awakened us to it by saying: “And understand this very 
well”. From there, you will understand his saying: “They 
are made and the Lord created them”. Moreover, you will 
understand this great secret from his saying that they invert. 
Sometimes, they are persons, sometimes women, 
sometimes spirits, and sometimes they are angels. He said 
that they do not have substance and they do not have an 
existing and physical intellect except the mind. But all is in 
the appearance of the prophecy and according to the 
action of the imagining power. Indeed, after they are 
caused, it can be said about them that they are pseudo- 
works, for each thing that is beneath the First Cause will be 
called ‘made’, ‘created’, and ‘mastered’. For all that is 
found beneath Him received from Him existence and 
always receives an abundance of the eternal. providence, 
until even that which renews in our world comes to 
existence and is kept again forever. 


According to this matter, the entire existence was divided 
into three first parts, which are three casts of three 
ministering angels. The first cast is ancient in existence and 
virtue. The second cast is a beautiful heifer. The third cast 
is a maidservant and is free. According to this great secret 
that explicitly frightened each visionary — and they called 
each other — I will need to discuss a matter that will be 
understood by each kabbalist and will not be understood 


80 Sefer Ha-Yichud ~The Book of Unity 


by each fool and villain. For he will not ask the truth by 
thinking that the dead is alive and the living is dead. But 
each thing will be interpreted as it should be by whoever is 
wise and understands. Since this matter is very deep, I will 
have to inform you by it about true Aabbalot in Gematria 
and in combinations. And if you wish, receive it, and if not 
think of it as missing, as if you did not hear it. For, if it will 
not be useful to you, it will also not harm you. 


Know that the heaven and the earth in Gematia ‘were 
both created as one’ (T"NND 1”R12) 072 = 697). The 
writing bears witness: “When I call unto them, they stand 
up together” (Isaiah 48:13). If you do not believe in this, it 
will not harm me, and if you believe in it, it will be useful to 
you, for you will believe in the truth. And so, their secret is 
[=] ‘four living creatures’ (nn y”’29%) — [=] ‘the 
heaven and the earth’ (p"INT) D”NWN). But the heaven 
and the earth will include in Gematria [=] ‘the Work of the 
Chariot’ (N”2990n AYN = 687) [=] ‘with the Minister 
of Interior’ (D297 WA). Moreover, know that the matter 
of the secret of [=] ‘the Work of the Chariot’ is ‘the world 
of movement’ (A"yIINN n”71y = 682). And you will not 
calculate besides this. And indeed, it is the Kollel [one 
added to the calculation for the word itself] of [=] ‘the 
wheel of the Tora (NNN 995), [=] ‘the Work of the 
Chario? (N”2999 NA"wyN). And from this, you will 
understand its secrets. Behold, the master of the Book of 
Formation begins with [=] ‘thirty’ (0’"w9w2), and its 
secret is [=] ‘the Work of the Chariot’. And he added, ‘and 
two’ (D’"NW) = 756). Its secret is ‘the beings of the Work 
of Creation’ (N” WRIA A*vyN NIN = 1749) -— and 
understand this very well! In the heart, there are paths that 
are ‘wonders of wisdom’ (n”A2N m’1N%) = 600), and 
they are ‘in the hand of an angel that opens’ ( 789 772 
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n’mo = 601) ‘upon his friend that closes’ ( Wvan >” 
4770 = 600) the paths of wisdom. “For ask now of the 
days past” for the first counting, “Which were before you, 
since the day that God created man upon the earth, and 
from the one end of heaven unto the other” (Deuteronomy 
4:32), ‘Man upon the earth’ (PINT O”Y DTN = 441) is 
[=] ‘truth’ (Nx). ‘One end of heaven’ (D” NVA AP = 
590) is [=] ‘wonders of wisdom’ (A”NIN TV1N99) ‘that 
God created’ (D"NIN NIA IWR = 790) [=] ‘in the 
shapes of nature’ (y"207 N’/N7183), [=] ‘in the shapes of 
the throne’ (8”097N 171183). I will say: Grow wise in the 
nature of the sexed shapes, and from them you will know 
what any of those gentiles knew. And you will understand a 
great thing that was never heard of before. “Whether there 
has been any such thing as this great thing is, or has been 
heard like it? Did ever a people hear the voice of God 
speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, 
and ‘live’ ”M) = 34)?” (Deuteronomy 4:33). This is [=] 
‘His power’ (1M). You will understand all of this from the 
letters, for no nation has this kind of Kabbalah. And even 
our nation is far from it and removed itself from the way. 
Therefore, our exile was prolonged as Ezekiel saw in the 
Work of the Chariot concerning the three virtues on which 
he testified, by saying: “And I look, and, behold, a stormy 
wind” (Ezekiel 1:4). And he said: “Now as I beheld the 
living creatures, behold one wheel on the earth” (Ezekiel 
1:15). And he said: “And I saw as the color of the 
Chashmal (electrum)” (Ezekiel 1:27). Now, put your heart 
into understanding the intention of what you will hear from 
these three steps. 


Know that at the beginning Ezekiel of blessed memory 
took the calculation ‘in thirty (Ow9wa = 682), whose 
secret is [=] ‘the Work of the Chario? (N”2970 n”vyn). 
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And it is Lamed (30) in the fourth [month], in the fifth [day 
of the month]; [so] it is 7et (9) [4+5]. Thus, its secret is 
‘dew’ (9%) = 39), and they are three times ‘one’ (T’NN = 
13). Behold, the Rabbi awakened us to the matter, “The 
heavens were opened” (Ezekiel 1:1), and to the matter, 
“Visions of God” (ibid.), and to the matter of the bond of 
the Chariot in the year, the month, and the day. For about 
this it was said: “Periods and Gimatriot are candies for 
Wisdom”. The periods include the matter of the character 
and the orbits of the sun, for the year determines the 
change and the seconds by always returning to its place. 
And the changed east is entirely ascribed to the sun. And 
its name is ‘sun’, for it attends its master as a loyal servant. 
Behold, the beginning of its birth is from half of the east 
that is ascribed to the period of Nissan, and it ascends and 
raises the day, bringing down the night until it completes 
Tzaddt’Alef (91) days, and Zain (7) hours and a half. 
Then, it hits the end of the northeastern border. And there, 
it is ascribed to the period of Tammuz, inverts its face, 
returns, and acts oppositely from how it walked and acted 
until further completing the recalled time. Then, it hits half 
the east in the place of its birth and equalizes a second time 
a year [with] the day and the night — with Kaf’Dalet equal 
hours. There, in its return, it is ascribed to the period of 
Tishri, descends, brings down the day, and raises the night 
until completing that recalled course. Then, it hits the end 
of the southeastern border, is ascribed to the period of 
Tevet, inverts its face, returns, and acts oppositely from 
how it walked and acted in until completing its recalled 
time. Then, it hits the place of its birth in half the east. This 
is for the sun, which was created by God to straighten the 
way for the wise of heart: “To make known to the sons of 
men His mighty acts, and the glory of the majesty of His 
kingdom” (Psalm 145:12). And it will be an accusation for 
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the gullible, and they will worship it. Indeed, the moon has 
great windings in its ways. And therefore, it was said: “The 
sun knows its going down” (Psalm 104:12) — and the 
moon does not know its going down. Therefore, it was 
said: “Who appoints the moon for seasons” (ibid.). For the 
moon informs about the secret of the renewal of the world: 
“For a time, times, and a half’ (Daniel 12:7). And 
therefore, it was said about the two lights: “And let them be 
for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years” 
(Genesis 1:14) — for signs, for indications to what you will 
hear about the letters that are indicated for the movements; 
for seasons and for holy times, and for the known days and 
years. For, behold, the day and the night are ascribed to 
both of them, as in the saying: “And to rule over the day 
and over the night” (Genesis 1:18). David interpreted and 
said: “The sun to rule by day (...) the moon and the stars 
to rule by night” (Psalm 136:9). The year that is ascribed to 
the sun is included from the twelve months that are 
ascribed to the moon. 


Indeed, the Gematrias include the matters of the Middot 
and the fractured shapes and numbers. There are those 
who say that the number is not from their species, but I 
know that the name Gematria is in Greek with no doubt. 
For they called the earth ‘G/ (74), and called the Midda 
‘Metron’ {jV10N). If so, its name is ‘the Midda of earth’. 
The name of the number for them is also equal like this, 
and in our language Midda is also from the word 
‘measuring’ (N11). The measuring is the number, but the 
number will be found even in thought. And therefore, we 
called it ‘calculation’ (]}2WN). The measuring is said about 
a thing that is estimated in existence — more or according 
to its length, its breadth, or its height. The line, the point, 
and the letter will determine for us the secret of all the 
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names that determine existence. We know that, as the 
existence easily determines for the philosophers the truth of 
the matters, the letters determine for us more easily the 
truth of the matters. Therefore, we have Kabbalot that 
determine with ease the Middot of God and His 
government, providence, abundance, and the existence of 
His actions. What you will hear from this is what the 
philosophers could not reach after a hard labor, after long 
times, and after a great study, for the letters will determine 
what you will hear from the matters of the holy names, 
Therefore, I have given you a preface about the things that 
come first in periods and Gematrias. 


Behold, we learned that we have the Kabbalah that is 
called ‘the knowledge of God’, for it is not possible for one 
of us to achieve this honorable knowledge if another 
knowledge does not precede it. For it is as an exemplary 
preface for the philosophers, for they cannot determine its 
true births without it. It is known that there are among the 
generality of those prefaces that are known from the 
wisdom of logic in the Book of Desire and the Book of 
Wonder many misleading prefaces examining the existence 
of man, in order to separate by them between the mind of 
the intellectual and the imagination of the fool. 
Nevertheless, he that grows wise in them receives from 
them the truth and sends the lie to his master, which is the 
heart of the fool. For “A wise man’s understanding is at his 
right hand; but a fool’s understanding at his left” 
(Ecclesiastes 10:2). We have in the prefaces of our 
Kabbalah things similar to this, for something outside this is 
not possible. For we are created “From the ground that the 
Lord has cursed” (Genesis 5:29). But because God 
breathed into our nostrils the Neshama of life, we were also 
compelled to achieve the truth and drive away the lie. This 
is what is appropriate for you to do in all that you will hear 
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from what I will write about this mater. But the true 
Kabbalah that we have is that whoever is not skilled in the 
combination of the letters, and is examined and proved in 
it — and also in the calculation of the letters and in their 
division, sum, inversion, rotation, and permutation, as it is 
written in the Book of Formation — will not know the Lord 
according to our way. Therefore, it is not possible to 
achieve existence except with names, and all the more so 
in such a great matter — and it is.the knowledge of the 
three achievements that are ascribed upon all existence 
and upon the abundance of His honorable powers. We 
already hinted from this a little in the secret of the essential 
name. It is a name that will confirm for us each 
achievement that was sought from what is possible for us to 
achieve according to our nature. 


Thus, you will know that the saying of the prophet who 
said, “The heavens were opened, and I saw visions of 
God” (Ezekiel 1:1), did not recall there the Special Name. 
And at the end of all his achievements, he said: “As the 
appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of 
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. 
This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the 
Lord. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a 
voice of one that spoke” (Ezekiel 1:28). All this is a great 
matter, even though it was already preceded by his saying: 
“The word of the Lord came expressly” (Ezekiel 1:3). And 
then, he began to say: “And I looked” (Ezekiel 1:4). He 
recalled in the three achievements the appearance. And 
about the animals, he recalled and said: “And this was their 
appearance: They had the likeness of man” (Ezekiel 1:5). 
He further said: “As for the likeness of the living creatures, 
their appearance was like coals of fire, burning like the 
appearance of torches” (Ezekiel 1:13). And he further said: 
“And the living creatures ran and returned as the 
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appearance of a ‘flash of lightning’ (pan = 114)” 
(Ezekiel 1:14) — whose secret for us is [=] ‘the circle’ 
(23yn). After that, he said about the second 
achievement: “The appearance of the wheels and their 
work was like unto the color of a beryl; and they four had 
one likeness; and their appearance and their work was as it 
were a wheel within a wheel” (Ezekiel 1:16). After that, he 
said about the third achievement: “And above the 
firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a 
throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon 
the likeness of the throne was a likeness as the appearance 
of a man upon it above. And I saw as the color of the 
Chashmal, as the appearance of fire round about enclosing 
it, from the appearance of his loins and upward; and from 
the appearance of his loins and downward, I saw as it were 
the appearance of fire, and there was brightness round 
about him” (Ezekiel 1:26). Thus, you see that he recalled in 
all that he achieved ‘appearance’ many times, for all was in 
the appearance of prophecy with no doubt. And all is in 
the achievement of the human intellect first only, which is 
called that which educates the shapes that are called ‘living 
creatures’. And after that, it knows from them the shapes 
that exist and lose [life]. And after that, it knows that only 
man has from each being a loss — the shape of man that is 
divided by virtue into two parts and receives abundance 
from two sides. And it is called ‘the abundance of the 
honorable God’. Therefore, I will write for you each thing 
from the beginning up to its end as I have received it, as 
well from those that delivered the chapter headings. And I 
will begin discussing about a matter — some of it in general 
and some in particular. And put your knowledge to 
understand it! 
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He said: “Behold, a stormy wind came out of ‘the north’ 
(Y9NN = 231). We received its secret, which is [=] ‘the 
foundation of the world’ (D’1yN 10"). And it is the [=] 
‘general existence’ (N”N7¥NN 979). ‘A stormy wind’ (NN 
MWyd = 549) is [=] ‘the wind of Mount Sinai’ ( 1’ 1’ 
270). And therefore, he recalled the fire and the cloud in 
the secret of “And the Lord went before them by day in a 
pillar of cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a 
pillar of fire, to give them light; that they might go by day 
and by night. The pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of 
fire by night did not depart” (Exodus 13:21). ‘A stormy 
wind came out’ ("R232 7/0 149 = 557) of the north — 
[=] ‘the four were lacking’ (N’~29NN VION) from the 
north, and they are cloud, fire, brightness, and the 
Chashmal. Therefore, he recalled: “The heavens were 
opened” (Ezekiel 1:1) — for the north side is open to judge 
by it the world. For from there the Midda of justice grows 
stronger, and that is why the standard of the camp of Dan 
is northern there. Behold: “Dan shall judge his people, as 
one of the tribes of Israel” (Genesis 49:16). Therefore, they 
four had the face of an ox on the left side, for this saw the 
obligation upon those who were supervised, as he said: 
“Will You make a full end of the remnant of Israel?” 
(Ezekiel 11:13). Behold, it was known that he recalled in 
general the powers of all the achievements in the likeness 
of what he recalled, for in the living creatures he saw fire 
and brightness. And at the beginning, he recalled fire, and 
from it the brightness was coming out. And after that, in the 
last one it was as the appearance of fire and brightness. He 
recalled this at the beginning of his words as the color of 
the Chashmal from the fire; in the living creatures, it was as 
the color of burnished brass; in the wheels, it was as the 
color of a beryl; in the firmament, it was as the color of the 
terrific ice; and at the end of his words, it was as the color 
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of the Chashmal. Examine what the Rabbi said about ‘the 
matter of ‘full of eyes’, and in chapter 70 of the first part. 
And from there, you will understand the intention -in all 
these. 


Indeed, see and understand his saying that out of the 
midst of the first fire he saw two matters ~ one from the 
other — as the saying of “A great cloud, with a fire flashing 
up, so that a brightness was round about it; and out of the 
midst thereof as the color of the Chashmal, out of the midst 
of the fire” (Ezekiel 1:4). He further said: “And out of the 
midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures” 
(Ezekiel 1:5). He began informing about their appearances 
and said: “And this was their appearance: They had the 
likeness of a man” (ibid.). He further recalled their faces, 
wings, numbers, and the number of the face and the wings: 
Yud’Vav (16) faces and Yud’Vav (16) wings are 
Lamed”Bet (32). Know that ‘face’ (D729) is in Gematria 
‘eyes’ (2°29). And so it is, for the ‘face’ will determine the 
intention in the place of movement. “And they went 
everyone straight forward” (Ezekiel 1:12), is a clear proof 
for this. Indeed, ‘wings’ (07929) is in Gematria ‘flying’ 
(09) — and so is their order. The matter of ‘flying’ will 
determine the speed of the movements. Nevertheless, he 
revealed the shape of the existence of their face and wings 
by saying: “Thus were their faces; and their wings were 
stretched upward; two wings of everyone were joined to 
one another, and two covered theit bodies” (Ezekiel 1:11). 
I have already interpreted for you the secret of Tet’Tet 
Pey’Tav (11) 0) = 498, phylacteries) in the secret of 
‘wings’, and that they are ‘two, two’ (I>NwW pny). And 
the four sections are as the four living creatures of the 
head, and they have four houses, as the four faces are for 
the four living creatures. So, the number of Tet”Tet 
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BGDPY (8733 0") is two, Pey”Tav BAPRY@Y ( ni") 
997794) is two — four sections, but they belong to a hand 
in one house. This is the secret of the four wheels, for the 
four of them have one likeness. He already called all of 
them ‘one wheel’, for it was said about it that Sanda/fon is 
higher than his friends five hundred cubits. From the earth 
up to the firmament, there are five hundred cubits. Thus, 
one thousand numbers are recalled. This number of 
‘Sandelafon the Minister of the Rear’ ( 1"w 7/199720 
4/4NNN = 1000) is one thousand, and it is ‘the spirit of the 
head’ (v’xIn nn = 720). And therefore, the 
phylacteries are upon the head. Indeed, the number of 
Metatron (JOON = 314) is [=] Shaddi (?"”"TW), and what 
is concealed from itis Y’NL’TA V’D (7% NN" 3" = 500), 
for the number of Meratron bears witness and says: [=] ‘I 
am created’ (X23 IN). And his secret is: [=] 
‘Understand my hint ("tn 7”2n). And it orders its 
essence by its addition, and so it does with its combination. 
And with its number, ‘it abounds’ (y”5wi = 500) [=] ‘the 
essence of blood’ (n”tN NNN). And therefore, he is [=] 
‘a minister’ (1"W). If you count ‘Metatron and Sandalfon' 
(VANdTID1 WAIVVN = 600), you will find [=] ‘a bond’ 
(1B). Calculate ‘the face [and the] back’ (7"1n& 0”9N 
= 400), and you will find [=] ‘two’ (0/72) ‘that were 
bonded’ (D”/"wpIW = 1000) [=] ‘with a bond in the 
drawing of the body’ (9/17 WV8 1"). And it is the [=] 
‘bond of the Neshamaf’ (N"nwIN WYP). And from it, you 
will understand ‘the bond of the phylacteries’ (9"w "wp 
y99n = 1500). And it is the [=] ‘bond of Pelonit ( wp 
1359 5’, the bond of the individual). I do not know its 
true name except what you heard, for it has no name, [=] 
‘but only a cancellation of the Nefesh (w"o1 nw pr). 
With this, it resembles its Creator, as I have hinted in the 
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eleventh secret in the first part. But you should know that it 
is divided in its existence [=] ‘into three chapters’ 
(p19 N'wowy). 


Know that he called all the living creatures in the second 
Chariot ‘one living creature’, by saying: “This is the living 
creature that I saw under the God of Israel by the river of 
Chebar; and I knew that they were Cherubim’ (Ezekiel 
10:20). By adding Chebar (1"29 = 222) to ‘they were’ 
(n’an = 50), you will know the secret of the Chariot. ‘I 
knew that they were Cherubim (N"NN N”AIID "D Y"TRI 
= 439), [=] ‘but who knows the Chariot’ ( p11? 77) 7" 
729119)? [=] ‘Only the rider that bears witness’ ( 0D” 9” 
T/ynn 2”D71N). | know that he that recognizes them will 
receive an abundance of blessing from them — and 
understand his saying that the spirit governs the living 
creatures, and also that the spirit governs the wheels from 
the spirit that abounds on the living creatures by the 
combination of the name of the spirit, as he said: “To 
whatever place the spirit was to go, as the spirit was to go 
there, so they went; and the wheels were lifted up beside 
them; for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels” 
(Ezekiel 1:20). ‘The spirit of the wheels’ (D”101N N49 = 
401) is [=] ‘face and back’ (1”4NN1 029), and with ‘the 
spirit of the living creature being in the wheels’ ( N49 
D”19INI ANN = 431) [=] ‘the face returned to the 
living creature’ ("N22 D”19N tN). And man will be a 
living Nefesh, while the living creature will return in the 
face, in the eyes. ‘And the wheels were lifted up beside 
them’ (D’nny? Rw DIDNT = 1145), for it will not 
‘be discriminated from the sin of death’ ( 0719 1’NwW? 
nnn 7%); [=] ‘and ahead, they will carry their sin’ 
(o"ny nx Rw? D"N 11951) ‘lifted up beside them’ 


ay 
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(o’nnyd RWI = 947), [=] ‘lifted up in their virtue’ 
(O’N2yN RWI), ‘on the belief of My Name’ ( 5% 
Nw TN"). For they do not know their essence and 
they do not achieve the virtue of Him Who created man 
with Wisdom. Therefore, they are not favored, but some of 
them lift face and wings, for the Shechina is in the face and 
the wings. And they have neither face nor wings, but their 
height is “Full of eyes round about” (Ezekiel 1:18). “There, 
the spirit was to go’ (N99 nin n’nw = 1044), [=] 
‘for the power of the Torah itself (n’nw> n/™INn n"D4). 
And when the thing is so, there is no doubt that [=] ‘the 
spirit goes there’ (O"w> n”D5n n/N), as in the saying of 
the Priest: “And the spirit returns unto God who gave it” 
(Ecclesiastes 12:7). The general secret is that [=] ‘man is 
Metatron, the Minister of Interior’ ( WY ]I00N OTR 
0397) [=] ‘that gave it to him in potential’ (”1n2 "wR 
n”92 12). And he is the Minister of Action, the examiner 
of reward and punishment — and understand this very 
well! Behold, [=] ‘the spirit of the Lord will go’ ( nm’ 
n”) 72N D"wn) to a place where [=] ‘it will be included 
by the substance’ (1"9NN 1”"N92 dN), so that it will not be 
lost in the loss of the wheels, whose lifting and virtue is in 
their environment. 


Behold, the ‘firmament’ (y”p1n = 385) is [=] ‘the 
darkness’ (9”Q1n): “But Moshe drew near unto the thick 
darkness where God was” (Exodus 20:17) — which gives 
spirit and takes it back. Know that the Nefashot of the 
righteous are concealed under the throne of honor. Indeed, 
the firmament upon the heads of the living creature is as 
the known likeness that is combined with the figure. He 
said about it that it is as the color ‘of the- terrible ice’ 
(RNIN NPN = 575) [=] ‘that is seen far’ ( N”’RIIN 
pn). Behold, man is in the likeness, the living creatures 
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are in the likeness, the firrnament is in the likeness, and the 
wheels are not in the likeness. See, the first voice heard by 
the ear of the prophet was the voice of the wings of the 
living creatures combined with the shape of the voice of 
many waters — and both with the shape of the voice of 
Shaddai. Another voice of judgment is as the voice of 
camp, and another six voices are from above the 
firmament. And this goes and becomes louder. And the 
end of all is the seventh voice. It is the speaking one, as he 
said: “And I heard a voice of one ‘that spoke’ (1”21N = 
246)”. It is the voice of [=] Gabriel (9"N733). Indeed, he 
saw on the firmament that is upon the heads of the living 
creature the likeness of a throne as the appearance of the 
sapphire stone, and on the likeness of the throne there was 
a likeness as the appearance of man on it from above. And 
he still neither revealed nor interpreted the secret. And the 
proof is that he still did not say, “And I saw”, for from “And 
I saw” to “You will see” that whole honorable secret is 
revealed ~ even though it is hinted from the beginning of 
the matter, which is from “I heard” up to “I heard”. 


Indeed, the rule of this matter should not be discussed 
explicitly, for it is a great danger even when it is hinted at. 
And whoever reveals it explicitely is a bastard, a child of 
Midda {state of ritual separation due to menstrual impurity], 
for the secret of the sapphire stone and the secret of the 
spirit of the living creature in the wheels are bonded to 
each other. Know that ‘each wheel’ (992 5” = 116) is 
called [=] ‘the child of the Midda’ (N17 7). And it is 
said about it that the beginning of the secret is ‘as the 
appearance of the sapphire stone’ (1907 7”28 NIN 
= 674) [=] ‘created from the fruit of the throne’ ( X02) 
x”09n 7”19N). And it is the lifting substance. Indeed, ‘the 
likeness of the throne’ (R”0D N/NT = 531) is the [=] 
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‘clothes of man’ (D”TR 09), for the Chashmal (o"nwn 
= 378) is also [=] ‘dressed up’ (W219)). It will be 
interpreted for you from the secret of the clothings of linens 
and from the secret of the First Substance, which in the 
examination of its truth takes off its shape and dresses up 
with [another] shape. Thus, all that is seen in prophecy 
dresses with the substance and is seen by the prophet. The 
substance of prophecy also takes off a shape and dresses 
with a shape, and the secret of the name [=] Chashmal 
(o"nwn) is [=] ‘a sorcerer (w’ndn), for wisdom 
sometimes speaks and sometimes is quiet according to the 
existence of man. Thus, the lightning and the bow. are 
sometimes seen and sometimes concealed. The secret of 
‘the bow’ (n”wpNn = 805) is the [=] ‘First Substance’ 
(YWN1 7%NN). And therefore, the Rabbi said: “The 
substance of the bow and its truth are known”. For it is that 
which is described in the appearances by saying, “As the 
appearance”. He said there: “And this is wonderful in 
imagination and a proverb, and it is with no doubt in the 
power of prophecy”. The stone in potential is the substance 
in potential, for he who sees it is with no doubt 
prophesized. Indeed, the difference between the two 
substances is that one is superior and one is inferior, as the 
Rabbi interpreted in chapter twenty-six of the second part 
at the end of its matter. He said there: “They are two 
substances — superior and inferior”. And indeed, one is the 
light in the dressing of the Lord, and the other is from the 
snow beneath the throne of His honor. And the light of His 
dressing is ‘the world of intellects’ (D92vn D’1y = 
551), for they [=] ‘wore His light (IN 125). 
Nevertheless, when you estimate them to Him, they will be 
[=] ‘the light and the darkness’ (7”’w™N71 WINN), as a 
proverb. Indeed, ‘snow’ (%W = 333) is only [=] ‘the 
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darkness’ (7"wnn), and all the prophets grew wise in it, 
saw, and realized that it is a mirror that does not illuminate. 
But Moses grew wise in the illuminating mirror = and 
understand this great difference between Moses and his 
fellowmen among all the prophets. 


Behold, the bow has a round shape, and the wonder is 
that the inferior is ‘a shape’ (A’1¥ = 301). And it is [=] ‘a 
fire’ (WN), and the superior is ‘a Chashmal (9"nwN = 
378). And it is [=] ‘the spirit of the point’ (AY’Tp3N 1’), 
meaning [=] ‘after the World to Come’ ( n”1yn »NN 
NN). It is [=] ‘the Creator of the point’ (A"7p1N X”3N) 
[=] ‘for the five’ (w”"An>) [worlds]. Therefore, the five 
senses of the body resemble the five shapes in the 
appearance of the bow that has three faces, for they are 
two on the right, two on the left, and one in the middle. 
Indeed, you will know that ‘the point is created’ [=] 
(A"RII2 A"TPIN) with no doubt. Therefore, the Rabbi 
said: “For this is the likeness of man” — whose secret is 
AM’Sh (NN), OYW NIN TNR (the queen appraises 
the turn). And its endings are Aaf(’7), Mem ('0), Nun (’}). 
And it is a second king in the secret of MNTzP"K (79310). 
“He is on the divided throne. This is not a proverb about 
Him from each combination, but a proverb about a created 
thing. And so said the prophet: ‘This was the appearance 
of the likeness of the glory of the Lord’. And the glory of 
the Lord is not the Lord. And all that he compared in these 
achievements are all the glory of the Lord — ie. the 
Chariot, and not the rider. For He will not be compared — 
and understand this secret”. The secret is that he said that 
the superior — which is as the color of the Chashmal — is 
as the appearance of fire round about enclosing it. And the 
inferior — which is without color — is as the appearance of 
fire. And there was brightness round about it. Thus, he saw 
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both as the appearance of fire. But he recalled about this, 
‘round about enclosing it’ (2°20 "9 n’2 = 521), and its 
secret is [=] ‘Vav round about the Nefes/’ ( 210 14 
w”oin). And he recalled about that ‘brightness round 
about it (220 1% 7/90 = 174), and its secret is [=] 
‘Hey round about the body’ (9’2N 220 XN). The rule 
is: The circumcising one rushed round about the body, and 
the Nefesh is round about him. And indeed, it is the 
Foundation of the body and the Foundation of the Nefesh. 


I have already revealed to you more than you need to 
receive from this complete life. If you wish, from this you 
will understand with what I will seal my words alone, and it 
is the secret of ‘his loins’ (INN = 506). The Lord will 
forgive me for what I will reveal from it, and it is that its 
secret is [=] ‘a form’ (N”21NN), while its matter is [=] 
‘every visage’ (4/819) — [=] ‘the visage of man’ ( 4/79 
D"tNN). “Therefore, take good heed unto yourselves, for 
you saw no manner of form” (Deuteronomy 4:15); “But 
you saw no form; only a voice” (Deuteronomy 4:12); “And 
I heard a voice of one that spoke” (Ezekiel 1:28). Behold, 
the secret of ‘his loins’ (11MM = 506) equals the secret of 
the head — and understand this very well! His saying about 
both is an equal matter, as the appearance of fire 
determining their combination. His saying about this 
‘enclosing’ (112) and about that ‘brightness’ (7273) 
determines their separation. Calling this ‘her’ and that ‘him’ 
determined their name. This is what I hinted to you — that 
the foundation of the body is as the appearance of fire, 
while the Foundation of the Nefesh is as the appearance of 
fire. And each fire is a shape, and each shape is ‘the 
natural essence’ (”"Y20N D’NyN = 301). Know that, even 
though the Rabbi said at the end of his words what he 
discussed concerning the secret of the Chariot — “And you 


96 Seter Ha-Yichud— The Book of Unity 


will not begin to hear from me after this chapter even one 
thing about this matter, neither in interpretation nor in a 
hint” — we received about this what was known to us 
about the secret of his intention. And it is that in the two 
chapters — which are chapter eigth and chapter nine — he 
revealed his knowledge about all that comes in chapter 
seven of this third part. If you say that it is not so, know 
that it is. He revealed this and what is similar to it in the 
first part at the head of the writing, by saying: “And we 
interpreted their saying, and we did not [say] Chariot in the 
singular. But if he were wise and understanding, he would 
have received the chapter headings. If so, do not ask from 
me here anything except the chapter headings. Even those 
headings are not arranged in this writing, and they are not 
one after another, for my intention is that the true ones will 
take a glance from it and after that disappear”. These are 
his words. After he revealed them, he concealed them, and 
he revealed it to the fearful — i.e. the God-fearing. For he 
hinted there at the secret of God for those that fear him. 
What he revealed is in the secret of the second substances. 
And he also recalled a great secret about the matter of ‘our 
substance’ (12 9"Y 9 "nN = 634), which determines [=] 
‘the illuminating Chashmaf (xn OWN). And from 
this, you will know that ‘our substance’ (175 "nnn = 
639) is [=] ‘the Tree of Knowledge’ (n"y1n p”Y), which 
has the two ways that hang on two Cherubim, who are 
called ‘good and evil’. (y"1) 240 = 293) — whose secret is 
that [=] ‘on earth’ (p82) they are concealed, in a room 
that is called [=] ‘a curtain’ (7319) from which comes [=] 
‘the nature of light’ (1”1%7 Y”20). Therefore, it was hinted 
that [=] ‘the four are in one’ (7”NN2 N”~3AIN), and you 
should understand this from the prayer of the hand. Our 
existence was compelled by [=] ‘the combination of 
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organs’ (D728 4/7 = 639) that included [=] ‘our 
substance’ ("5 nN). Know that from it you will 
know [=] ‘the substance of the language’ (won 7"NN). 
And you will understand from all this the truth of each 
shape being from substance, and also each substance from 
shape. And so, from each substance there is a shape, and 
also from each shape there is substance. The cycle of the 
week is according to these two ways. From this, the 
existence of light and darkness, day and night, and evening 
and morning were compelled. Behold, the Chashmal is one 
substance — i.e. in it, one substance goes round about the 
substance and the shape. And He created them male and 
female. From here on, you should understand from your 
knowledge. 
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Third secret: The Substance and the 
Shape (ANNI WANN) 


It was known from the first part, from the imagination of 
the first and second species, from the proverbs of prophecy 
in the first preface of the book, from chapter 2 and chapter 
17 of the first part, from chapter 26, 11, and 12 of the 
second part, from five chapters of the third part — and they 
are chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 — and also from many 
others. But these are enough to know the substance and 
the shape. 


Concerning the Substance and the Shape 


Since I intend to inform you about one concealed thing 
from the rest of the people that sink themselves in the 
darkness of time — and I have hinted at it in another place 
— do not ask me to multiply it a few times, unless for one 
very concealed place where I am sure thet you will not 
understand it with a complete understanding. Then, it will 
be possible to multiply it in order to interpret it more. 
Indeed, this secret is from the same generality according to 
which all that could have been interpreted was interpreted. 
But I will tell you about it an interpreted renewal with short 
ways. It is that you should know that Adam and Eve are in 
Gematria my father and my mother, and that their secret is 
‘blood and ink’ (1’"T) 0”T = 70). And the latter determines 
the name YAVH (nf = 26), while the former 
determines the combination of this name. And it is what is 
called with its accent Yud Hey Vav Hey (80 V1 8" 7") 
= 44), 


Sefer Ha-Yichud — The Book of Unity 99 


Know that on the forehead the innocent 7av (1”"N = 406) 
is carved, and that on the forehead the compelled 7av is 
carved. For this one, there is ‘a Zav of blood’ ( 9” 1’n 
pT = 780), and for that one there is ‘a Tav of ink’ ( 1” 
v7 5) = 756). The secret of ‘a Zav of blood’ (780) is 
[=] ‘that it is born’ (N71), and its matter is ‘a Tav of 
blood’ (0’t 1”n = 450). Its secret is [=] ‘a likeness’ 
(n’4n't) — meaning that it precedes man in existence, and 
[=] ‘your Nefesh’ (7¥91) is from it. And each [=] 
‘sorcerer’ (7”9W5) will turn it into the way of ‘enchanting’ 
(09), and he that does this [=] ‘sheds blood’ ( 751 
nt). The secret of ‘a Zav of ink’ (756) is [=] ‘and giving 
birth’ (T9711). Behold, there is one shape that is born 
and one shape that gives birth. And their matter is that 
both are ‘two for two’ (ONW9 D” Mw = 1530). And it is 
one that hangs down in potential, and the secret in them is 
that Adam and Eve are two — and they are one. The proof 
is: “Male and female created He them (...) and He called 
their name Adam, ‘in the day they were created’ ( 1/72 


D’x3an = 306)” (Genesis 5:2). [=] ‘With them, He 
created the sea’ (0° N12 091); [=] ‘and the organs 
are in them’ (0D”72NN 021), [=] ‘and they are in the 


organs’ (0’"2N3 0"N}). Also, [=] ‘with them He created 
the day’ (D’V7N N42 03) from which is [=] ‘the 
substance of the brain’ (A’NNN WN). And upon it is [=] 
‘the shape’ (NNN), and it is [=] ‘the fire’ (WN), And 
therefore, he included the [=] ‘woman’ (NWN) [=] ‘in the 
day of their creation’ (0”X7N 0/72) with his number. 
Behold, if so, the male is Adam, and the name of the 
female is ‘woman’. And so, it is written: “She shall be 
called Woman, for she was taken out of Man” (Genesis 
2:23). The secret is that man is fire, the fire is man, the 


100 Sefer Ha-Yichud— The Book of Unity 


vapor is from fire, the fire is from vapor — and understand 
this very well! The woman is from man, from man there is 
fire, from fire there is man — and understand this very well 
as well, for the secret is that the shape is from the Creator, 
which is the drawing, and the drawing is also from the 
shape. And indeed, you will understand the drawing, the 
inclination, and the creature from this way. Indeed, ‘a Tav 
of ink’ (756) pours ink, and it draws the nature. And two 
shapes were connected as one ‘that is born and one that 
gives birth’ (n“T9yWi N“Tdinw = 1536), and the entire 
intention is for your existence, as the matter that you will 
study and generate. For you will study a study of Shet, 
which is the knowledge of the shape. You will give birth to 
a newborn and Shet. And do not give birth to a hanged 
and a demon, for the end of a demon is to die, while the 
end of Shet is to study. For every blood is secular and 
every religion is holy — and understand this! And therefore, 
for ‘the religion’ (NIN = 409) is [=] ‘the Holy’ (w"tIpn) 
Spirit, and it is [=] ‘one’ (N”NX) spirit that includes man 
and woman. Understand that with ‘the Holy Spirit’ ( 17 
w"tpN = 623) [=] ‘the creatures’ (N”172N) were created: 
[=] ‘and the covenant’ (n’"2N)) was made for them upon 
the Explicit Name. And thus, the creatures are in the 
Torah, and the Torah is also in the creatures. 
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Fourth secret: Good and Evil ( n’“\ysn 
n”a10n)) 


It was known from the third part from its five chapters, 
which are 10, 11, 12, 18, and 51, and from the chapters of 
dob. 


Concerning Good and Evil 


“Out of the mouth of the Most High, does not evil and 
good proceed?” (Lamentations 3:38). The secret is that out 
of the mouth of the Most High good and evil will not 
emerge. And the great secret is that out of the mouth of the 
Supreme God are the consequences of evil and good, the 
consequences of good and evil — and understand them! 
The secret of ‘consequences’ (M’4N¥IN = 903) is [=] ‘the 
good inclination and the evil inclination’ ( 210’N 7X” 
yy 7894). And from them, you will know that all the 
spirits are four. And you will know that lust has an evil spirit 
in it, for it is a spirit that loves evil. And its friend is the 
opposite, for it is a spirit that loves good. If your covenant 
is inverted, you cannot distinguish them with the inversion 
of no-people: “They have roused Me to jealousy with a no- 
god (...) and I will rouse them to jealousy with a no- 
people” (Deuteronomy 32:21); “For you are not My 
people” (Hosea 1:9); “And it shall come to pass that, 
instead of that which was said unto them — you are not My 
people — it shall be said unto them: You are the children of 
the living God” (Hosea 2:1). The matter is that, as long as 
we have no providence from the Most High, out of the 
mouth of the Most High they do not proceed, for we have 
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no providence from Him. For He has concealed His face, 
and we found many evil troubles and were consumed. He 
said: “That day: Are not these evils come upon us because 
our God is not among us?” (Deuteronomy 31:17). Indeed, 
if our God is among us, the evil of every essence will not 
touch us. And then, the providence upon us will return to 
be very strong. And out of the mouth of the Most High, the 
good will proceed to us and the evil to our haters, as it was 
interpreted in chapter 51 of the third part, and as we hinted 
about it. 


Indeed, the truth of the providence that combines with us 
is for informing us about the knowledge of the Lord, and to 
remove from us all that prevents us from knowing Him. As 
the prophet said with a good designation, we designate it 
with “And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, 
who shall feed you with knowledge and understanding” 
(Jeremiah 3:15). And he said: “And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbor, etc.” (Jeremiah 31:33). 
Moshe our Rabbi of blessed memory said: “But from there 
you will seek the Lord your God; and you shall find Him, if 
you search after Him with all your heart and with all your 
Nefesh” (Deuteronomy 4:29); “And shall return unto the 
Lord your God (...) that the Lord your God will turn your 
captivity, etc.” (Deuteronomy 30:2). The prophet said: 
“But let him that glories glory in this, that he understands, 
and knows Me, etc.” (Jeremiah 9:23). 
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Fifth secret: The Essences of Creation 
(Aw N79) 


It was known from three chapters from the third part — 
and they are 13, 14, and 25. 


Concerning the Essences of Creation 


Know that ‘the essences’ (N"Y99NN = 871) are [=] ‘the 
head of the years’ (NWN 9“~YN). That which will bear a 
clear witness about this, as we received it, is the word ‘in 
the beginning’ (N”YNI2 = 913), for it is for us a clear 
witness. For its secret is [=] ‘in the head of years’ { ""WN12 
p/w), which are also [=] ‘in two heads’ ( ™)W2 
pwn). The secret in the essence of separation is BBA 
AHVA (V8 822 = 22), and the proof is that the letters 
are also the essences — the acronyms of the entire first 
verse, which are BB”A A”H V’H. The secret is that the 
created [worlds] are the World to Come and this world. It is 
as if he told you this matter according to a kabbalistic 
secret: [=] ‘The World to Come is in this one’ ( X”2n 
42). And our world that was created after it tells you that 
[=] ‘this world is in the next one’ (N’T2 &8”3n). And it 
determines for you [=] ‘a next loved one’ (X”3N 2’17N) 
[=] ‘in which Hey is in Hey (8’N2 &"N 3"A). And it is 
created [=] ‘with Hey and with Hey (8”N2) X13) — and 
also [=] ‘with Yud (1/72). For the World to Come is 
created with Yud, and this world is created with Hev. For 
this and the next were created with Y“Hf which is Yud”Hey 
(87 T/? = 26) — and it is [=] YY V’H (A 71). The 
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number of the acronyms is AHVY NN = 22), and they | 


are [=] Aaf’Ber letters that are the essences of Creation — 
meaning that the world was created for them. And so; it is 
written: “If My covenant be not with day and night, if I 
have not appointed the ordinances. of heaven and earth” 
(Jeremiah 9:25), And about the 7ora/ and studying its tale, 
it is written: “But you shail meditate therein day and night” 
(Joshua 1:8). Indeed, the letters of the verse are all [=] ‘in 
Kaf’Vav (V2 = 28), and their acronyms are Aaf’Bet 
(2% = 22). And behold, they are [=] ‘with a star’ (2”"9193 
= 50). It is known that the world was created with a star, 
for it is that which governs the first night. And there is no 
doubt that by it the lights were hung. It is also governing 
the fourth day, and it is the secret of a time — times and a 
half. And it always revolves every seven days of Creation. 
Behold, it goes five zodiacal signs in forty days. Thus, its 
secret is ‘the man’ (O”"TNN = 50), and it is that with which 
man was also created on the sixth day in the second hour. 
For in the first hour, which is the hour of Venus, it came to 
thought to be created without Torah. And this is the secret 
of the pairing, for Venus is in charge of the pleasures and 
the joyfulness of the brides and the grooms. But in the 
second hour, He gathered his ashes, and that is the hour of 
the star. And behold, the ‘gathering of ashes’ (1"4¥. 0/229 
= 486) are [=] ‘elements’ (N’"'110”), for by them [=] ‘the 
inclination is subdued’ (291 1”%?). Behold, ‘a star’ 
(2”919 = 48) is in charge of the mind, the wisdom, the 
intellect, and the knowledge, and on the engravings, the 
creatures, and the Sefirot and on every writing in all the 
languages. Therefore, man has the power to receive all of 
them. All of his movement in this way is in the zodiacal 
signs, for he walks eight days in each zodiacal sign. He is 
set for it in two zodiacal signs for Yud’’Vav (16) days, and 


he is set for it for Mem (40) days in five zodiacal signs. 
Thus, the secret of all its movement in the twelve zodiacal 
signs is ‘by day’ (0’NV = 96), and your sign is: “By day, 
the Lord will command His loving kindness” (Psalm 42:9). 
For it is the secret of Chet (8) that we recalled, and it is ‘the 
secret of Kaf’Vav (1% 1/"0 = 96). And it is [=] ‘star, star’ 
(2919 2915), and they are the essences of Creation. 
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Sixth secret: Knowing the Lord and His 
Providence (nMAwN D”*~wA N”y"T) 


It was known from the third part from its seven chapters 
~— and they are chapter 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 51 ~ 
from the chapters of Job, and from the matter of proving. 


The Secret of Knowing the Lord and His 
Providence 


Each intellectual that was granted an intellect by his 
master and achieved the matter we went round about from 
the beginning of this book up to here can achieve, 
understand, and know from our words that the entire virtue 
of man and the great completeness that allowed him to 
reach himself in action is by him resembling his master in 
all his matters. If so, it is known that he cannot reach that 
superior virtue, except only by knowing the Lord — blessed 
be He. This means that man should first know the Lord. 
And from this, it will be compelled for him to know, based 
upon what he can know from the side of him being a 
whole man, how the Lord knows him. For he is a part and 
an everything — a part on one side, and an everything on 
the other. And it will be compelled from this for him to 
know if He knows him from the side of his part or from the 
side of his everything, or if he knows him from the side of 
Himself. He has no need of knowing man from the side of 
man. Indeed, this only is the truth, but it will be compelled 
from this that man will not be separated from his fellowmen 
with the Lord knowing him from this side. If so, we need 
the whole man to be separated from his fellowman on one 
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side — and it is the side of providence with no doubt. 
Know that, by truly knowing the. Lord, the truth of 
providence will be truly achieved when it is without a false 
and imaginary drawing. We need to lead this matter to 
what is not concealed from the sages of truth. It is that it 
was said that, if the world is ancient and new as we said, or 
only new, providence exists. If providence exists, reward 
and punishment will be compelled from it. It is needed to 
inform you that the general providence was admitted by 
those, in our judgment, that believe in the antiquity. of the 
world in the shape of an obligation in all that exists from 
the obligation of existence by the examination of Himself. 
And they also interpreted with certain signs the remnants of 
the Nefashot that are separated from the substance, which 
are neither a body nor a power in the body. And they are 
separated intellects, as the Rabbi hinted in the first part of 
chapter 73, seventh matter, concerning the ways of those 
who speak. Thus, there is no question between them and 
us, for we also believe in both things as them equally, but 
we disagree with them about two other ways. They are the 
way by which a nation will be separated from another, and 
the way by which the particular man will reach the virtue in 
the secret of the providence for being supervised by the 
Lord and separated from each nation and each person in 
his nation. Both of these ways were with no doubt known 
by us from the side of the Zorah and the Precepts. 
Concerning the 7orah, most of its teachings are about the 
true way that is learned and accepted, and not only about 
the usual way. For this does not oblige the removal from 
the [concept of] general nation, even though it obliges the 
removal from the rest of the nations. It is also a very good 
thing because of the great use that will come from it in the 
last instance, for it is a preceding — as the existence of 
feeling precedes the existence of the intellect. For, if man 
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would not first feel, he would never grow wise, The 
Precepts [act] by working in the organs, but not the work 
alone that is stripped from all drawings of knowledge: For it 
is very good, being a preface for what will be understood at 
the end from the Precepts. But the ultimate essence, which 
is in the essence of the virtue, is its making and the drawing 
of what is learned from it. In the secret of the prophecy, | 
will hint for you at this, and also at the meanings of the 
Precepts and the worship of the Lord out of love, for all is 
bonded together. as one — and the entire intention is one, 
drawn one after the other. There is no doubt that the entire 
intention in the giving of the Torah and the Precepts to us 
is to bestow upon us the eternal life, as it is interpreted in 
uncountable places in the divine Torah. And one of them 
determines the essence of the reward for keeping the Torah 
and the Precepts: “That it may be well with you, and that 
you may prolong your days” (Deuteronomy 22:7). And it 
was said in the kabbalistic explanation: “That it may be 
well with you” — in a world that is all good; “And that you 
may prolong your days” — in a world that is all long. If so, 
the last intention is what was interpreted by a sign in the 
philosophical ways themselves with no difference — that 
reward is the acceptance of the brilliance of the Shechina, 
as in their saying: “And enjoying the brilliance of the 
Shechina’. Indeed, the truth of each providence that 
comes from the Lord is that from it a keeping will be 
compelled, such as the keeping of the existence in the 
combination of substance and shape with knowledge. And 
the abundance of the blessing that is determined by the 
Work of the Chariot will be compelled by the keeping. And 
the reward of the great eternal pleasure will be compelled 
from the abundance. 


Behold, we will call just that providence ‘a providence 
from above’. And from its existence, our nation separated 
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from the rest of the nations. About it, our sages of blessed 
memory said: “The Lord wished to endow Israel. 
Therefore, He gave them a lot of Torah and Precepts, for it 
was said: The Lord was pleased, for His righteousness’ 
sake, to make the teaching great and glorious” (Isaiah 
42:21). That providence decrees the government and the 
ruling of our nation upon all nations and languages forever, 
as long as the Torah and the Precepts are kept, performed, 
and understood appropriately. It will be compelled from 
this divine knowledge to combine with man in order to 
save his Nefesh from the abysm of the bottoms — the man 
in particular, and the holy nation that knows her Master in 
general. For Israel tried in the age of the prophets to invert 
the intention for which the Torah and Precepts were given. 
The prophets would shout at them, for they alone were 
those that achieved the truth of the intention in the 
eminence of the virtues of the Torah and the Precepts. 
Isaiah the prophet of blessed memory said: “Hear, O 
heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord has spoken: 
Children I have reared, and brought up, and they have 
rebelled against Me” (Isaiah 1:2). For they are two 
witnesses between the Lord and us concerning the keeping 
of the Torah and the Precepts, as in the saying: “I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you this day” 
(Deuteronomy 4:26). And it was said: “Give ear, you 
heavens, and I will speak; and let the earth hear the words 
of my mouth” (Deuteronomy 32:1). Behold, he already 
interpreted the entire intention, and already said: “That this 
song shall testify before them as a witness” (Deuteronomy 
31:21) — against the children of Israel. The secret of this 
song is that this straight movement is a witness, for this 
straight movement is really a witness. What is the way of 
the straight movement? Ascending and descending, and 
returning face and back. It looks round on one side, for it is 
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the repeated return. The secret of ascent and descent will 
determine for you the secret of the song, and the shape of 
existence will bear witness concerning its entire intention. 
The secret of the songs is tile upon tile and moon upon 
moon, or tile upon moon and moon upon tile. If you 
understand the secret of ZLevana (N25, moon) and 
Yareach (NV, moon) you will understand this from the 
secret of the new sanctification. The sanctification of the 
moon in its blessing will bear witness about its secret and 
secrecy in the matter of the true providence. The 
movements of the object/cause are forward and backward. 
The secret of the song is an abundance going round about, 
from which life and death come. The great secret is the 
wisdom of Elijah, which comes in two opposites in the 
secret of AL and YH for AL (9"% = 31) determines the 
Midda (emotive attribute) of judgment, while Y"H(N” = 
15) determines the Midda of mercy. Both of them were 
included in two names and in one existence. This is the 
truth of the providence from the side of the Middot that 
bear witness about the likeness that is compelled from 
abundance, for the Divinity is Wisdom; the truth is life and 
the life is truth. The saying, “And they have rebelled 
against Me” (Isaiah 1:2), will determine that their offense 
was in them rebelling against the Lord, for they did not 
know Him, after He lifted their virtue above all nations and 
languages. The proof says that immediately “The ox knows 
his owner, and the ass his master’s crib; but Israel does not 
know, My people does not consider” (Isaiah 1:3). Behold, 
that the beginning of his reproof was about the scarcity in 
their knowledge of the Lord and their short consideration 
of Him. After that, he proved them that they try little in the 
revealed Precepts. And from this little, you will understand 
from yourseld a great knowledge. 
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~ Seventh secret: The Matter of Proving 
(PON IY) 


It was known from the third part from chapters 22, 23, 
and 24. 


The Essence of the Secret in the Matter of 
Proving 


“And it came to pass after these things that God did prove 
Abraham” (Genesis 22:1). ‘These and those’ (Nx) nN 
= 78) are ¥Y"H (15), and it is a full YHV”A (26). And their 
secret is: These are from those — YHV’H. These are AL 
and YH that I hinted above at the end of the sixth secret, 
which is knowing the Lord and His providence. Know that 
these are a witness about His particular knowledge that 
compels His particular and known providence upon the 
kabbalists, who are intellectual and recall the Lord. God 
tries to lift the virtue of the proved by proving, for the proof 
exists and creates the superior power. And it is the wheel of 
imagination, which is called ‘right’. Behold, it has two ways 
— left and right. Right is the tempers of man, and left is the 
tempers of woman. For the sake of the combination of the 
tempers in the combined body, the proof will be 
compelled. If the proof proves the wise, who is proved by a 
proof, the miracle-worker will prevail. And know, recognize 
the imagination, and enforce his power under his intellect 
forever. He will save the eternally saved [person] that is 
supervised by him, and take out the true loyal servant from 
the house of the bondage of time, saving Israel from Eqypt, 
from the hands of the Pharaoh, the king of demons, the 
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master of sorcerers, the lord of the illegible. He will drown 
him and all his people in the Red Sea, and surely receive 
the 7orah from Sinai — and his reward will be tremendous. 
As a nation that passes through sea upon a dry land on the 
superior waters was exchanged with a nation that sinks in 
the Red Sea in the bottom of the inferior waters ~ and this 
was saved and that drowned — it will be said ‘lamb’, for a 
lamb is called ‘ram’. And this will be slaughtered for 
sacrifice, and that will be saved and recalled for good. And 
the one prevailing will laugh in his heart for the last day. If 
he is defeated, all that is recalled will be the opposite. And 
God with His mercies will save us from evil, and order us 
the good. And He will not bring us to proof. 
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Eighth secret: The Causes for the 
Precepts (NNN 90) 


It was known from the third part from chapter 26 up to 
the end of the book. 


The Essence of the Causes for the Precepts 


If I inform you concerning the secret of one precept, you 
will know from it with no doubt all the secrets of the 
Precepts of the Jorah. Therefore, I will recall for you from 
them the secret of the Precepts: “You shall not wear ‘a 
mingled stuff’ ("”"10W = 436), wool and linen together” 
(Deuteronomy 22:11), The Kabbalah from the Torah is 
SAV’O TW’Y NV’Z (1722 NID YW), and the secret is 
the acronym — Satan ("OW = 359). Therefore, from the 
words of Kabbalah we will take heed from all his parts — 
either SAV’O, TVV’Y, or NV’Z By adding all of its 
expressions as Shin Tet Nun (791 Nn” 7W = 875), you 
will know all of his secrets and the existence of himself. 
Linen and flax are equal in count and matter. And their 
secret is combined from two inclinations of Nefashot, and it 
is the root of “You shall not wear a mingled stuff”, whose 
matter and combined name will be made unique. And if 
you wear something, what is the matter that will not be 
made unique? “And the Lord shall blot out his name from 
under heaven” (Deuteronomy 29:19). And he also says: 
“For I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven” (Exodus 17:14). He also ordered you to 
“Blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven, 
you shall not forget” (Deuteronomy 25:19); “And he said: 
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The hand upon the throne of the Lord; the Lord will have 


arg Amalek from generation to generation” (Exodus 


This being so, see how useful was this precept for us. And 
it is one of the Precepts that appear simple — and it is 
severe. Know that about this our sages of blessed memory 
said: “Be careful with a simple precept as with a severe 
one, for you do not know the giving of the reward of the 
Precepts”. This is one of the Precepts that the nations of 
the world return upon them, and Sa/an is their accuser 
Thus, if so, ‘two kinds’ (0/52 = 101) are understood in 
the secret of its expression as well. And it is Aaf Lamed Alef 
Yud Mem (n" "9" T'ND 99 = 385), Ask Michael 
(9"R9° = 101), and he will tell you his secret ‘from palm 
to blood, from nose to ink’ (179 4”"NN D"T? ODN = 
385). Invert its matter and know its secret. I am not allowed 
to write this explicitly because of a grave danger, but I will 
inform you with chapter headings that the breath in your 
nostrils is multiplied and skips (Difug) from blood to blood. 
And so, the ordinance and statute skips from one Midda to 
another. You will understand this from the statute and 
ordinance in which the world revolves. I believe that I have 
revealed to you all the causes of the 7orah, and it is what 
the Rabbi of blessed memory understood as he said that 
the entire intention of the 7orah is one and will not be 
removed. And it is to drive idolatry away from the pure 
Neshama,. But he took the causes and interpreted them 
according to their simplicity. And this way reveals their 
statute and ordinance in general and in particular. Since I 
will further guide you in the movement of these wonders in 
the next secret, I will not prolong this one — and 
understand this intention! 
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Ninth secret: The Stories of the Torah 
(Asin 9190) 


It was known from the first part from the prefaces of the 
book that came before the chapters, from the second part 
from chapter 29, and from the third part from chapter 50. 


The Essence in the Secret of the Stories of 
the Jorah 


The twenty-two letters of the Jorah are the most holy. At 
the end of Masechet Avot, concerning this came what our 
Rabbis of blessed memory said: “The son of Bag Bag (43 
32) says: Turn it upside down, for all is in it. And in it, you 
will see the truth, and from it you will not move, for you do 
not have a better Midda than it. The son of Ha Ha ( &n 
Nn) says: The reward is according to the sorrow”. And 
examine what the Rabbi interpreted about this, in his 
explanation. But we received and knew with no doubt that 
the two recalled names are multiplied at the end of the 
recalled spiritual Masechet that is written by. our Rabbis — 
the holy ones of earth of blessed memory, who multiplied 
in order to reveal to us by them wonderful secrets. After 
they warned about each good Midda and about each 
intellectual virtue, they returned to interpret the essence of 
the intention. And they hinted at the secret of the inversion 
of the twenty-two letters, and said that the entire world is in 
the Torah and all of us are in the Torah — by it we see, 
and from it we do not move. We do not have a better 
Midda than it, and they called it Midda because it is truly a 
Midda that determines all the superior and inferior Middot. 


116 Sefer Ha-Yichud ~ The Book of Unity 


And everything behaves according to its Middot It is 
entirely a Midda against a Midda. And if all the Middot are 
canceled, a Midda against a Midda is not canceled and will 
never be canceled. The secret is the Midda of judgment 
and the Midda of mercy. And therefore, they sealed upon 
this that the reward is according to the sorrow. He said that 
it is good, for its number is twenty-two. And thus, the secret 
of the son of Bag Bag and the secret of Ha Ha together is 
good. The secret is half and half — Midda against Midda, 
G’B A’H G’B A’H (WR 2 "NR 2 = 22) are [=] 
AHV’Y (""n&). The secret of Ben Ben (72 7a, son, son 
= 104) is [=] ‘for a witness’ (7"Y9), and all is [=] ‘right’ 
(7193). Iam not allowed to reveal more than this, but only 
face-to-face and mouth-to-mouth. And the sage that is a 
kabbalist will understand from his knowledge. Indeed, the 
secret of Midda against Midda is the cloud and the 
fountain. And it is that which drives. And the secret of 
Ayin’Bet (1"y = 72) revolves. If I come to inform you 
about its secret, you will easily understand it from the secret 
of the saying of the Lord to Moshe: “I ‘come’ (8”2 = 3) 
unto you in a thick cloud” (Exodus 19:9). All the blood is 
revealed. And about it, we wrote the book of the Torah on 
a parchment, whose secret is the Midda, while the maiter is 
‘a vapor of blood’ (D”t T’% = 49) — ADDM (DTTN) 
[Adam, man, with two Da/e&], and understand it very well! 
Indeed, what I will continue discussing after this is 
informing you that each letter in the 7orah — and even in 
the matter of telling the thing that happened to all, which is 
recalled in its truth by a thing out of it — is a matter with no 
end in what can be understood from the matter of that 
letter and what it has inside. For the knowledge of man will 
not be able to even achieve the ways of the thistle of the 
Yud, for it has piles and piles of Halachot (laws), and all 
the more so in what is more than this. This is what the 
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Rabbi recalled in the chapter of the part. And he said there 
about the matter of what David said: “Open You my eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of Your law” 
(Psalm. 119:18) — concerning the matter of the eighth 
essence there. And he said that each letter in the 7orah has 
great secrets and wisdoms for whoever will be made wise 
by the Lord — but he will not achieve the essence of its 
wisdom, as it is written: “The measure thereof is longer 
than the earth, and broader than the sea” (Job 11:9). And 
so he said about all Precepts. This resembles for me what 
was said by the great Rabbi, Rabbi Moshe Ben Nachman 
of blessed memory, who said about the explanation of the 
Torah, as 1 have hinted above: “The entire Torah is the 
names of the Lord”. If so, what is the need of explaining 
this to you after the essence of the stories of the Torah? For 
it is already completely revealed that even the simple 
matter is the Explicit Name. 
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Tenth secret: Serving God — blessed 
be He — Out of Love ( pwn N”“TNiay 
n’annn) 


It was known from the first part from chapter 72, from the 
tenth preface of those speaking concerning the matter of 
the remark, from chapter 73 from the seventh way, from 
the third part from the matter of Job, from the matter of 
proving in chapter 22, 23, and 24, and from chapters 51, 
52, 53, and 54. 


The Secret of Serving God — blessed be 
He — Out of Love 


This wonderful concealed selected secret is weighed 
against all the secrets of the Torah. The Lord created this 
wonderful work that we shall tell here, so that man will 
reach by it the essence of what is possible for him to reach 
from the human and divine virtues. Behold, it is the last 
essence for the intention of the existence of man, which is 
first combined from substance and shape; and after that, 
from the Nefesh; and after that, from an inseparable 
intellect; and after that, from an intellect separated from all 
substances as well. The essence of this virtue depends upon 
the hand of man in potential, and upon the hand of God in 
action. Understand this secret and put your knowledge to 
it, for by it I will inform you about the straight way in which 
you will always walk to worship the Lord out of love. It is 
that you will know that this way binds the matter of 
prophecy, concerning whose secret I have entirely 
informed you. And it is that you will be fearful and dreadful 
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to do each precept, examine its name, and perform it 
appropriately. And it will be complete when you perform it 
wisely. After you know it, you will combine it as I will hint, 
as for example the ox with the ass. For this one knows his 
owner and that one knows his place of feeding. Indeed, the 
ox dwells and the ass carries. And therefore, it was said: 
“You shall not plow with ‘an ox and an ass’ (7/9791) TVW 
= 766) together” (Deuteronomy 22:10). You will not plow 
as you will not think ‘with six thoughts’ (N’2wnn 12 = 
770) together, for there is nothing unique in them at all. 
Their merit is that an ox moos and an ass brays — this is 
Yosef and that is Yisaschar. ‘Go up ox’ (WNW AY = 
611), [=] ‘go up ox’ [=] ‘on the heads’ ("WN 9) of the 
[=] ‘middle’ (Nyx) [=] Torah (NIN). And its name 
fell upon either an ox or an ass. “And I have oxen, and 
asses” (Genesis 32:6). First, watch a braying ass ‘mooing, 
braying’ (N"y1] "YA = 215); [=] ‘a moment and it 
answers’ (712191 99). The way of the ox is to till the 
ground, and the way of the ass is to carry a burden: “If you 
see the ass of him that hates you lying under its burden” 
(Exodus 23:5) — if you see the ass of your enemy or that 
his ass goes astray. And behold, his ox and his ass are both 
recalled together. And this is a pure beast, and from its 
species was created the calf and its shape in the Chariot, as 
in their saying: “No judges for Israel that were idolaters, 
until they dropped one from my Ditramulin and made him 
a god”, Behold, Ditramutin in is in Greek, and its meaning 
is a squared chariot. From the same ox, you will 
understand this, and from the ass of the Messiah, which is: 
“Lowly, and riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal 
of an ass” (Zechariah 9:9). And it being an impure beast, 
you will understand all of this. 
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Because of this matter that I recalled to you, I will have to 
inform you that you need to know your essence and your 
truth of existence. And you will not be able to understand 
this until I give you a preface of a few of the things. And 
they are those that | will discuss on the side of Hagadah, a 
tale in which there was an interpretation by a sign of the 
Torah that is kabbalistic, learned, philosophical, perceived 
by the senses, and drawn by the intellect. This is that you 
should know that your close first matter is the abundance 
of your father and mother, which is called the layer of seed, 
or the drop of seed. And it is ‘a sprawling drop’ ( n”o0 
nny = 373), which [=] ‘ends in regret’ ( N”O1D 
n”07n). It is ‘of ashes’ (N’19Y = 766). And they 
included [=] Yud Seffrot(n’190 "?), and the secret is [=] 
‘time and fruit (191 ny). And its matter is the [=] 
‘wakefulness of the word’ (n’°nn Ny) that includes 
[=] ‘the count of the Zora’ ("INN 71). They are 
TARY’G (4% Nn = 613) Precepts of the Torah, and it is [=] 
‘the word of nakedness’ (N’7YN NN). And behold, still 
[=] ‘there was no incest’ (NY 72 ND), but ‘the 
layer’ (N”22W = 722) of seed is 77Tz”7z (p"x0 = 999), 
The born is an ‘accident’ (1p = 345) or an emission, 
and it is the name that comes [=] ‘from the inclination’ 
(1”"x7nnN). And he is [=] ‘the Egyptian’ (74797) that was 
smote by [=] ‘Moses’ (nw). And He is [=] ‘God 
Shaddal ("wy 9%). Its full secret is Alef Lamed Shin 
Dalet Yud (1) nT yw WN 9’N = 999). Count it, 
and you will know it. If he gained, he is ‘the name’ (D”wn 
= 345); he is [=] ‘Moses’ (1110); he is [=] ‘the one who 
draws’ (78ND) a [=] ‘tissue’ (NN); he is very 
precious. The secret of his four moistures is ‘red, white, 
black, green’ (p17? VN’w 72/9 DIN). The secret is red 
gall, white moisture, black gall, and green moisture. And by 
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them, he was created, and their secret is ‘talking’ (0”"9nn = 
140) day and night — meaning day and night. The secret is 
M’H A’M M’H A’M (0"S AN OR 1% = 172), [=] 
MVUMVL*YL’Y (0% Vn 0%) VD), [=] WU MY L’Y 
LV (vw 9% 9" 9"). After I have created you like this, 
the essence of your substance is an emission, and it is 
called ‘existence’ (Ww). And it was taken out of ‘nothing’ 
(}&), and both are ‘chaos’ (1”"0N = 411). And it is [=] ‘the 
name of the wheel’ (9’993n 0’), something out of 
nothing. “I am God; this is My name, and know it”. The 
secret of something out of nothing will: inform you 
concerning the truth of right and left: “For you shall spread 
abroad on the right hand and on the left; and your seed 
shall possess” (Isaiah 54:3). 


Behold, if so, your creation from the side of your body is 
a layer of seed, and it is an emission. And so, the creation 
of the ox and the ass from the side of their body is a layer 
of seed, and all is an emission. This means that, if you are 
drawn after Me in the likeness of the body and its Middot 
— and] am nota body — your attraction of your thought is 
not true and intellectual but rather false and imagined, 
being the equality in the way of the layer of seed one 
without addition or subtraction. Thus, the philosophers say 
that the substance of the close man is the substance of the 
close animals — i.e. this is living flesh and blood, and that 
is speaking flesh and blood, which are with no doubt the 
angels of death. Indeed, according to this idea you will 
know that there is no difference between you and the rest 
of the animals — i.e. in substance. For your substance and 
its substance are one. You and the ass are two substances 
carrying a shape, and the shapes are unequal. The ass has 
a special species, and man has a special species. Indeed, 
the substances were separated on the side of their shapes 
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and not on the side of their substances at all, as: the 
separation of the shape of the horse from the shape of the 
louse, for both substances are equal — i.e. from [the aspect 
of] the four elements, while the shapes change. Behold, the 
substance has a name, and the shape has a recalling (19%) 
from the side of the name — and understand this! If so, 
there is no true advantage for the difference of shape as 
there is no true difference for the difference of substance. 
The philosophers already interpreted with a sign that 
neither one of these natural shapes is found without 
substance, and there is no substance without shape. 


This being so, see how much you differ from the ass and 
the ox, if you wish to be saved from the darkness in which 
many of the gullible are sunk, thinking that they will 
emerge from the darkness into the light without the Torah 
and with the light of God. You will further know that the 
powers compelled from the substance of the ox and the ass 
were compelled from your substance as well through the 
shapes. And if these are purer than those, there is really no 
difference, for all are from one same species — i.e. the 
powers of growth and feeling. And the trees and the living 
beings are as loyal witnesses. There is no need to talk at 
length about these matters, which are understood even by 
the crowds, for there is no difference between the species. 
We will inform you about all the Rabbis who think of being 
wise in the possessions that their corpses have for pleasure. 
But we will further say true sayings about the essence of 
the imaginations, and in the truth of the ideas we will 
interpret those that by will depart and encamp. It is 
because the imagination was born and is drawn with no 
doubt from the feeling, and the Rabbi called it ‘the true evil 
inclination’ on chapter 12 in the second part. In the 
interpretation that he said in the first part of chapter 72, 
and in the tenth preface concerning the matter of the 
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remark, imagination is found in most animals. There, he 
said that man was not separated in the imagination, and 
the action of imagination is not the action of the intellect 
but its opposite. He lengthened it there, and you will 
understand it from his book. And the Rabbi indulged a lot 
about the existence of the imagining power in his 
honorable book, for the imagining power is the power of 
the body. And therefore, it will draw a body or one of the 
powers of the body. Even though it is the middle angel 
between man and his God, which is the divine intellect that 
abounds upon him through the speaking power — for, 
from the side of the power of the speaking, man has a 
figure, and from the side of the power of imagining, man 
has a likeness — both are owners of prophecy able to 
receive it. The Rabbi already said at the beginning of the 
interpretation of Masechet Avot when he discussed the 
Nefesh and its powers in the second chapter, that the 
feeding part and the imagining power have neither precept 
Nor transgression in it. For there is neither knowledge nor 
choice for one of these two, nor a work at all. And man 
could neither cancel their actions by his knowledge nor 
prevent them from one action. Will you not see that both of 
these parts — i.e. the feeding and the imagining [power] — 
will make their action during sleep, which is not so for the 
test of the powers in the Nefesh? Up to here are the words 
of the Rabbi of blessed memory. Grow wise in its pearls 
and master them by the drawings of your heart. He already 
said there that only in the feeling power and the awakening 
power the Precepts and the transgressions will be found. 
He further said that the virtues of the Middotwill exist only 
for the awakening part, and the part that feels this matter is 
not just an attendant for the awakening power. And all the 
works are within them. Look and observe his words with 
an intellectual observation, and you will be separated 
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because of them from all the general human kind, returning 
to the Special Name as a Aollel [one that is added to a 
gematrical count to change its value; it is a way to refer to 
the concept of unity: The numerical value of the word plus 
one for the word itself]. And then, you will be called ‘a 
Living God’, and resemble the Living God. Return these 
words in your intellect to the last chapter of the Guide 
which is chapter 54, and you will understand the entire 
meaning of the Rabbi in his whole book, all that he 
believed in the success of this lower man, and in which way 
he will live after his death, as it was hinted also in chapter 
51 in the third part by saying: “And this species from death, 
for he escaped death by the true way”. 


I know that many that do not achieve one thing from the 
matter of the eternal life, and think about the shape of the 
World to Come oppositely than what it is, for they rely only 
on the imaginary drawing. They will denounce the words 
of the Rabbi and my words, and they will think to say this: 
“These two knew the essence of the shape of the World to 
Come more than all our prophets and sages of blessed 
memory, who did not recall anything from this. Now, they 
tise as if they revealed according to what is understood 
from all their words that whoever did not achieve the 
achievement of the active intellect in man, did not truly 
know the Lord, and defended his Master’s glory is not even 
worthy of coming to the world. They inverted our 
meanings in all that we understood up to this day from the 
words of our prophets and sages, and informed us about 
strange things that we and our ancestors did not hear all 
the days of our lives and did not think to hear. And it is 
only appropriate to be cleaned from them and their books. 
(up to here are the words of the denouncing ones). Thus, 
they will think of us and those similar to us among those 
fearing the Lord and thinking of His name as these vain 
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thoughts that I knew — and so whoever did not know how 
to separate between his intellect and his imagination, and 
between his life and his death. And heaven forbid that my 
death be as their death and that my life be as their life. 
Indeed, I will return them a correct answer until they have 
no need of asking this question as long as they live with 
any man. This is that there is no doubt that the Intellect 
that gave me the Nefesh and the intellect, according to my 
belief and knowledge, is what gave the Nefesh to all living 
speaking beings from the entire humankind — from the 
small to the big. He did not prefer him that [eats] a lot of 
meat, for he that [eats] a lot of meat increases in height. 
And he did not subtract from him that lessens, for all are 
equal — man eats according to his gathering. If the 
lessening gathered ten substances as I did today, so. did 
each living newborn child gather ten substances from the 
generality that is within him in the existence of his body in 
the inferior [world]. Thus, it further gave him from the 
generality of what is within him ten things from the 
existence of his Nefesh, from the superior [worlds], for with 
ten utterings the world was created. Behold, the body and 
the Nefesh were carved with Yud' (10). What gave 
existence to man further gave two inclinations in the figure, 
the likeness, and the shape of his father and his mother. 
For “Male and female, He created them (...) and He called 
their name Adam, in the day when they were created” 
(Genesis 5:2), And these two inclinations are one superior 
and one inferior. And behold, they exchange one another, 
and they are this and the next. The secret of the name will 
reveal to us this honorable and dreadful existence. The 
secret is that the Nefesh includes Yud superior beings from 
the heavenly ones, and their existence is A”7 (0”"®) — 
meaning that one is a cantor and the nine are designated 
beneath him. He governs them all; he stands and orders 
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them a hint so that they sit down; he alone stands and all 
of them sit down. And if he sits down, they sit. And when 
he orders them by the way of the hint to stand, they stand. 
In conclusion, he is as their captain of the ship that governs 
them as he wishes, and they perform their duty. All of them 
say poetry, walk, and return again. And they say poetry 
and walk at least three times a day. Behold, ‘one and nine’ 
(n’ywni T’N& = 794) will determine [=] ‘the unity of the 
hour (AVY NNN) [=] ‘as the unity of the intellect’ 
"wn NINN), which is [=] ‘a complete unity’ 
(’ndw n/N). And it is [=] ‘one Shechind ( N"PIW 
nn) — and understand this! If so, according to what we 
revealed, all this is according to the existence of each of the 
individuals from Him. See, the son of Bag Bag and the son 
of Ha Ha are holy witnesses concerning all this. Yet, in all 
this matter we still did not find an advantage of a man over 
another, for, as I was created with Yud that includes the 
twenty-two letters, so is born whoever is created from the 
human species. 


Indeed, you should understand the advantage. There is 
no doubt that the advantage and the virtue is in the war of 
the two inclinations, for if evil defeats good, this man will 
be compelled by his evil inclination to be wicked in any 
way as long as the crown of victory will be on the head of 
the evil inclination. For he will draw us everywhere that he 
thinks to be appropriate to aim at. And he will not desire 
the reward, for he will not recognize its virtue. Moreover, 
he knows and recognizes that he is the evil and has no part 
in anyway in the good reward. This is the matter that will 
compel us to say: “Though I walk in the stubbornness of 
my heart, that the watered be swept away with the dry’ 
(Deuteronomy 29:18). And with this, he will go into evil 
and will not be called one, as he is the one in his existence. 
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But he will be called ‘another’, meaning stranger than his 
master and idolater, bothering his master to procreate 
baseborn as he wishes. This is truly the evil inclination, for 
it governs and listens to a false lie. And all its servants are 
wicked. By this way, he subdues himself and the entire 
world to the scale of defect. Will you, the assembly of the 
crowd of Israel, see if God is among you, because of this 
man that was described and is always drawn after the 
arbitrariness of his inclination? For it is appropriate for me 
or for my fellowmen to write that he has a part in the 
World to Come. What is the place, if so, for the Torah and 
the Precepts, the providence, the reward and_ the 
punishment? What profit has man of all his labor wherein 
he labors under the sun? Which prophet and which sage 
said that the wicked and the righteous are equal, and that 
there is no difference between him that worships the Lord 
and him that does not worship Him? Are these not mainly 
the words of the unbelievers? And they are from the cast of 
those about which it was said: “You have said: It is vain to 
serve God; and what profit is it that we have kept His 
charge?” (Malachi 3:14). And it was said to them: “Then, 
shall you again discern between the righteous and the 
wicked, between him that serves God and him that does 
not serve Him?” (Malachi 3:18), Our sages of blessed 
memory also explicitly said: “The righteous, even in their 
death are called living, and the wicked, even in their life 
they are called dead”. If one will say that he does not admit 
what we have achieved from the truth of this thing, he will 
be canceled because of his scarcity. For this matter is 
known and accepted by all the nations — whoever does 
evil is not good in the eyes of the Lord. We clearly know 
that he that compares between the righteous and the 
wicked, between right and wrong, and between reward and 
punishment already became evil completely, and the evil 
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inclination controls him. Therefore, we will not listen to 
him, we will not walk in his ways or do as he does, and we 
will not believe in his belief. ; 


But whoever has God with him to help him in his war, his 
good inclination overcomes his evil inclination until it ties it 
with strong ropes so that it will not be dropped from his 
hand at any time, draws it after him bonded as an ox on its 
horns, tills his land appropriately according to his need, 
and loads it as the ass with a heavy burden in order to 
make his burden heavy until it has much weight and kicks, 
[will succeed]. There is no need to fight with it everyday, 
for the strong war was already completed in the last 
essence, and the power standing before its master 
weakened. He rides the good inclination upon the evil 
inclination as him who rides a big camel and always 
governs him to do his will as he may desire. Nothing that 
prevents this will be found from his side on the general 
government and on its parts, and he will drive all the 
matters according to his need from them and according to 
his true use of them. Behold, this man that was already 
described wore the clothes of kingship and was used in the 
great priesthood to serve his Master out of fear, cleaving to 
Him out of love. And He put the crown of the Zorah upon 
his head forever and ever because of the great victory that 
was made by a great king. And he was a poor and wise 
child. About this and those alike, it was said: “The angel of 
the Lord encamps round about them that fear Him, and 
delivers them” (Psalm 34:8). Concerning each man among 
the human beings whose good inclination defeated his evil 
inclination, we know that he subdued himself and the 
entire world in the scale of merit. And happy is he, happy is 
his part, and happy are the people that are drawn after 
him, for this man and those similar to him are those worthy 
of me, saying about them that they truly kept with all their 
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heart and all their Nefesh, and all are worshipping the Lord 
out of love with no doubt. 


You, the children of the Living God, see if we either 
added or subtracted one thing from all that is written in the 
Torah, the Prophets, the Writings, and their interpretations, 
and in the six Sdarim (Orders) and their interpretations. All 
that appears in these books discusses the order of the way 
of the recalled government to conquer the evil inclination 
under the good inclination. The whole intention for all of 
us is one, equal, and straight. Praise the Lord in all that 
they have said and in all that we have said. Indeed, we 
truly searched in which way we would find a better 
approach to defeat this strong war. We were not satisfied 
with what appears in the simplicities of the Writings alone, 
for we were afraid that we could not stand for them against 
the warrior. For, if a small loss comes to us in our existence 
according to our thought as it came to Job and his 
fellowmen from the humans that were satisfied with the loss 
of their order, it might be that their belief is equal to the 
true existence, or that it is an error of thought that came to 
their knowledge from themselves or from the side of the 
Kabbalah they received from their fellowmen. In order to 
run away from this great fear that spoils each human virtue 
for which man was separated from another (a nation from 
another) — and whoever is greater than his friend, his 
inclination is greater than him — we searched, strove, and 
studied in order to find the close way to the divine 
intention, and safeguarded the Torah and the guardianship 
keeping it, until we found that the closest way of him who 
found it (and should take pride of it) is the knowledge of 
the Lord. For by it man will know his Master, worship Him 
out of love, and fear Him in the essence of true fear — not 
an essential one. When we received this from the written 
Torah and from the oral Torah — as we were ordered by 
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the excellent sages of our generations that may be called 
‘good’ — we rejoiced a lot in this close way and did not 
remove ourselves from it either to the right or to the left. 


With all this, we did not say that the first way is not good, 
but we said that it is very good. But our way is much better 
than it. Therefore, the two ways are with no doubt the 
ways of life, and both are good as one. Indeed, the 
difference between them is as the difference of one food 
from another. For the barleys, when man eats them, will 
procreate a bestial blood, since it is the food of the beasts. 
And the waters satisfy thirst, and they are the drink of all 
that lives. But wheat, when man eats it, will procreate 
human blood, for it is the food of human beings. And wine 
satisfies thirst as the waters, but this pleases God and 
people, and those will not please God and people. 
Nevertheless, they will satisfy the thirst of man and beast in 
an equal satisfaction from the thirst, but it is not equal in 
virtue, joyfulness, and action. Thus, the TZoraA in its 
simplicity — even by only reading it without understanding 
anything — compels life to every child of Israel. And so, 
keeping one precept in its simplicity without understanding 
anything of it compels life in the World to Come for the 
one who performs it. But the life of Moses our Rabbi is not 
as the life of the one of his [people], and the life of one of 
his among those that take pride of knowing the Lord is not 
as the life of him who does not know Him but worships 
Him out of fear and not love. For he did not know His 
way. The life of him who worshiped is not as the life of him 
who did not worship at all with any of the Precepts. For, 
even though all are living — and even the last one when he 
performs neither the Precepts nor the transgression — all 
equals the species of the animals, and all of them have a 
part in the World to Come. Behold, none can question that 
the step of their life is not equal but separated by virtue in 


the essence of separation, as the separation of the virtue of 
the great king from the virtue of the inferior servant that is 
sold with bloods. For, even though both of them are called 
‘man’, this is in the essence of the human virtue, and that is 
in the essence of inferiority. 


Whoever wishes to suspect us of evil after we informed 
about our intention in this true belief, being our opinion 
that the entire world is filled with steps — i.e. this world, 
and in its shape the World to Come — [should know that] 
the steps are meant as a proverb and an imagination. We 
already surely know that he who suspects the -holy things 
lacks in his body and will die for his sin. And we saved our 
Nefesh after informing about the ways of the steps, while 
he did not wish to be drawn after them. We know with no 
doubt that the righteous of the nations of the world have a 
part in the World to Come, and they are those that kept the 
seven precepts of the children of Noah [the seven 
Noachide laws]. If the life in the World to Come is equal in 
virtue for all as they are equal in their. existence, why 
should we have a lot of Torah (law) and Precepts to gain? 
But surely, the Lord wished to endow us with other very 
superior virtues, for He did not do so with any gentile 
except us. The individual and the general from Him are 
equal in this good, when we wish it. When we, those with 
eyes, saw that the Lord desired us, chose us from all the 
peoples, sanctified us with His Precepts, and brought us 
closer to worshiping Him, we rejoiced a lot about this, and 
we added wisdom with joy to this. When we went closer, 
He brought us close, so that we will be His servants and 
loyal children alone ~ and kings were His servants that left 
besides us. We tried to strengthen the pegs of His fear in 
our hearts and bothered to acquire the strings of His love in 
our Neshamot We saw the way that He ordered only to 
us, which is the way of knowing the essence in each 
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renewable thing. And He said to each one of us: “Behold 
and sanctify”. Therefore, we said that, if all the ways of the 
Precepts of the Lord are holy, knowing the truth of the holy 
Name through each mentor is clever to say and wise for 
the deaf ones. It is the holy of holies against the will of 
those who deny. And our witnesses are the man, the 
women, the lads, and the old men. 


Having informed you about all this, I will return to reveal 
to you the three ways of the Nefesh. They are the natural 
way, which is forced to govern by itself the body, the way 
of will with which you can govern the body, and the 
accidental way, which is prevented from the government of 
the body. The interpretation of these three ways is as you 
will hear. The natural way, which compels the Nefesh to 
govern by itself the body, is divided into many parts. It is 
the power of the Nefesh that the Nefesh cannot control in 
order to govern it. But as the Nefesh will find an end, 
which is all the organs of the body, it will act in them by 
nature, as the fire will act in a tree by way of proverb. For, 
if they are moist, they will not catch fire; and if they are 
hard as iron and very thick, the fire will not control them 
quickly even though they are dry; and if they are thin and 
dry as chaff, the fire will quickly burn them. So does the 
Nefesh according to the existence of the substance that is 
combined from the elements from which the character of 
the body comes: It will act for each natural thing according 
to itself and its accidents — quickly and delayed. 


Observe, you man. that examines and knows the essence 
of the substance, the essence of the shape, and the matter 
of their accidents. Can man have from this side either 
reward or punishment from the Lord? For the Nefesh lacks 
the ability to either add or subtract a thing from this. Thus, 
the action of the Nefesh in the natures is as the action of 
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fire in the trees. And as fire has neither reward nor 
punishment in the burning the trees, even though they are 
dead things, the Nefesh has neither reward nor punishment 
in the actions of the natures, even though it is a living 
thing. The matter is equal in both of them, and the true 
reason is that both actions are natural matters without an 
added providence to the nature. The way of will by which 
the Nefesh can govern the body is divided into many parts 
as well, There is no doubt that this power is enough for 
reward and punishment, for a man without study — and 
the Precepts are possible for him to keep and perform — 
will not order them in any way as another animal does not 
order its fellow animals. If you say, “Every living being has 
a will; so, why does it not order [it]?”, we will tell you: “You 
said the truth that the living being has a will, and man has 
a will; but the name ‘will’ will be said about this and about 
that in a complete combination, for there is no true 
resemblance between them”. The matter is that man is in 
the choice of eternal life from death, the choice of right 
from wrong, and the choice of truth from lie. From all this, 
the [common] living being has nothing. Concerning this, it 
was said that this will is combined in knowledge, and that it 
is combined in the imagination without knowledge. The 
will is born from the power of awakening, and it has three 
parts. One is divine, another is human, and another is 
animal. The name of the first is ‘the desire of a compelled 
intellect’; the name of the second is ‘the love of a possible 
choice’; and the name of the third is ‘the lust of a 
prevented nature’. The positive keeps growing; the possible 
sometimes grows and becomes closer to the positive, and 
sometimes lessens and becomes closer to the prevented; 
and the prevented keeps lessening. 


Behold, without this way of will He would not have 
ordered man with the 7orah and the Precepts. And without 
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the love of [free] choice, He would not have made man in 
one of the two works — i.e. the precept in him and what 
takes heed from him. Without the action that is born from 
the choice, he is neither rewarded nor punished, for the 
judgment gives, the divine right decrees, and the wisdom 
utters the reward and punishes only for the choice. Thus, 
the Lord said to us by way of advice: “Therefore, choose 
life” (Deuteronomy 30:19). So, you will be rewarded. And 
what is life? It is the last superior reward. Therefore, He 
said: “That you may live” (ibid.). And He added for you 
the seed, as it was said: “You and your seed” (ibid.) — 
meaning that when you choose life, you will draw also 
those that are drawn with you to live with you. About the 
majority, man first revives his seed, and after that the seed 
of his fellowmen. This is its simplicity. But its secret is his 
seed. It is his help that helped him in choosing life, and it is 
the intellectual desire that is born from his single will — 
meaning that the desire is what remains with the Nefesh for 
the life in the World to Come forever. According to what 
man desired in this world with the desired name, he will 
enjoy his desire there, and his desire will highly increase 
when the Nefesh separates from the body in a very strong 
[act of] bravery. The accidental way that prevents the 
Nefesh from governing by itself the body is about very 
strange ways. This is because the accident is combined in 
its majority between the nature and the will. Behold, if man 
goes along a way and a fist smites him, or a rock [a will] 
hits his leg, the Nefesh will learn what it can do to save him 
from that hit. And it will immediately understand from this 
that it is not appropriate either to reward or punish it for all 
the accidental things along the way. Man was also never 
ordered about the accident, for it suddenly comes upon the 
Nefesh and the body. But he takes a great heed not to 
mistake in the knowledge of the natural matter, of that will, 
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and of the accident. For if you do so, the intention of 
Creation and its truth will be inverted. But put your 
knowledge to examine the great difference between the 
three of them. And then, you can reach the essence of the 
intention in your existence and worship the Lord out of 
love. After you know each matter perfectly, you will be 
complete, with the help of Shaddai. 


I have already informed you about all that I chose with 
my intellect to inform to all in the three parts of this 
explanation. You should try as hard as you can to keep 
learning it. And put the Guide in front of you, and it will be 
like ‘the Garden of Eder’ ("TY 7/2 = 177), as the number 
of its chapters. And this will be ‘a single brilliance’ ( ”T 
7T’NN = 36), as the number of [=] ‘these’ (NPN) secrets of 
it, as if it were the Tree of Life within it. Keep it, send your 
right hand, take, and eat from its fruits, and you will live in 
it forever. 


And now, “Behold, he is in ‘your hand’ (7192 = 36); 
only spare his life” (Job 2:6). 


The’ secrets | Are the life | Born From great 
of the Torah desire, 
Forhe slept }—- Or the} To the | Of Abraham, 


Eternal. children He revealed. 


Desire the|And if you] Stand before | With fear 
Torah, — my | study it and dread. 
child. wisdom, 


136 Sefer Ha-Yichud— The Book of Unity 

Innocent, | Burn the | Combine the | By them, 
come and } heart of. him } letters. you will see 
swallow. who hates. its light. 


Fear the | See that | But not] His  Shechina 
everlasting with upon dwells 
Rock. mercies, peoples. 


footstool great desire. | exploit Mikra (verse). 


tL. 


Kissing His |From the E not | The belief of the 
e 


An To every | And it also | Return again and 
ordering reading orders with | read. 

path intellectual. | an 

contributes explanation. 

Clearly Wise and | Which And gave them to 
select the | old, created drink the Waters of 
persons, conquerors | Marah 


- Four | Without an} Your — ship | With intellect 
children evil spirit. moves and 

selection. 
A lion; Only to him|A_ little of} The created 
growls his | they revealed | my secrets. | light will be 
suffering. For him revolved. 


The Is_ concealed} And _ will | The reward is 
knowledge of | in calculation | reward the | according to 
the names wisdoms. | the sorrow 


Sefer Ha-Yichud - The Book of Unity 137 


From the | With the | And at Is in the hand 
light of heart | combination | two-edged | of the secrets 
and kidneys | of the letters. | sword of the Jorah. 


“Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you that 
wait for the Lord” (Psalm 31:25) 


The third part of the secrets of the 7orah is complete, 
praise him that wears its light such as Solomon 


“You have granted me life and favor, and Your 
providence has preserved my spirit” (Job 10:12) 
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